









ARTHUR © 





WE'RE 
GOING TO... 














LATES! 


| GAHHL!!| 





ach 











STOP! 
| GIVE, 
| GIVE!!! 











SHEESH... 





YOU 
ACTUALLY 
USED MANA 

TO TWIST MY 
ANKLE. 





CAN'T 
YOU FIND A 
GENTLER WAY 
TO WAKE ME 
| UP, TESS? | 














{/ ITS NOT 
MY FAULT YOU 
| DIDN’T WAKE UP 


WHEN | ASKED 
NICELY. 




















YOU 
SHOULD FEEL 
GRATEFUL THAT 
SUCH A PRETTY 
GIRL LIKE ME 
IS WAKING 
YOU UP. 







| FIND 
THE MAIDS 






SOMETHING? | 





{ DID you 
| THINK THAT | 
| MAID JUST NOW] 
\ WAS PRETTY? | 












TOOK YOU 
TWO LONG 
ENOUGH. 








| LETS GET YOU 
BOTH READY FOR 
YOUR LESSON. 


ti, 
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THERE 
EXISTS 
FOUR BASIC 
ELEMENTS AND 
THEIR HIGHER 
FORMS. 





THESE 
HIGHER 
ELEMENTS-- 
ICE, GRAVITY, 
LIGHTNING, 
SOUND-- 





CAN ONLY 
BE CONTROLLED 
BY A AAAGE THAT 


HAS GONE BEYOND 
MASTERY OF THEIR 
FOUNDATIONAL 
ELEMENTS. 


WE CALL 
THEM DEVIANTS. 

















DWARVES 
CAN ONLY 
MANIPULATE 
EARTH AND/OR 
FIRE, BUT LIKE 
ELVES, 


THEY POSSESS 
MUCH HIGHER 
AFFINITY TO 
THESE TWO 

ELEMENTS. 





THEIR 
DISTINCT 
TRAIT LIES 
IN THE FACT 
THAT ALL DWARVES 

WHILE CAN MOLD AND 
TALENTED BEND METAL, 
DWARVES CAN 
CONTROL FIRE AND 
EARTH TO SUCH A 


HIGH DEGREE THAT 
THEYRE ABLE TO 
CONJURE AND 
MANIPULATE 
MAGMA. 
















ELVES 
ARE LIMITED 
TO WATER, WIND, 
AND EARTH 
ELEMENTS 





BUT 
WITH MUCH 
HIGHER AFFINITY 
THAN HUMANS. 


IN RARE 
CASES, ELVES 
CAN ALSO PRODUCE 
A SPECIAL DEVIANT 
TYPE CAPABLE OF 
CONTROLLING 
PLANTS. 
HOWEVER, 
ELVES AREN’T 
ABLE TO PRODUCE 
MAGES THAT CAN 
MANIPULATE THE 
HIGHER FORMS 
OF WATER, 


WIND, AND 
EARTH. 


ABILITY TO 
MANIPULATE 
ANY FOUR OF 

THE BASIC 





THEY ARE 
ALSO THE ONLY 
RACE CAPABLE 
OF PRODUCING 
DEVIANTS IN ANY 
OF THOSE ELEMENTS 
ALONG WITH 
ANOMALIES, 
THAT 
CAN'T BE 
CATEGORIZED 
IN ANY OF THE 
ELEMENTS, LIKE 
EMITTERS-- 
HEALEKS-- 
FOR EXAMPLE. 





THERE 
EXISTS A SUBTLE 
POWER BALANCE 

BETWEEN OUR 
THREE RACES, 





TAKING 
INTO ACCOUNT 
POPULATION, OVERALL 
INHERENT AFFINITY 
TO ELEMENTS, 
AND DIVERSITY 
IN MAGES. 








WAS THAT | 
EXPLANATION | 
GOOD 
ENOUGH? 

















IT'S 
PASSABLE. 














QUESTION! 























BUT 
WOULDN'T 
IT BETTER TO 
HAVE HIM TRAIN HIS 
BODY PHYSICALLY 
WHILE USING 
MAGIC, 
LIKE ME? 











# I'VE KNOWN #% 

=ALL ALONG FROM# 
= MYLESSONS # 
™ BEFOREHAND, # 














BUT THE 
DIFFERENCE IN #& 
a RACES REALLY HAVE # 
SESHOWN OVER THESE # 








| THE TENDERIAGE 
OP NINE. 













WHY? 

| ARE YOU ANGRY ! 
THAT YOU'RE THE © 

ONLY ONE GETTING 
BEAT UP WHILE 

\ TRAINING? / 


SINCE THEN, 
SHE'S BEEN TRAINING 


HER CONJURING SKILLS 
WITH A TUTOR WHILE 
LEARNING TO FIGHT 
FROM HER 
GRANDFATHER. 















¥ SHE'S GOING © 
# TOBE QUITE ¥ 
SETHE MONSTERINE 
% THE FUTURE... # 


.' 
a. a 
i i ‘ig 
a 











- THOUGH | 
& SHOULDNT BE # 
% ONE TOTALK. ¥ 


WHAT 
/ ARTHUR'S BEEN  \ 
DOING THESE THREE | 
YEARS IS BASICALLY 
| FUSING HIS BONES, 
MUSCLES AND ORGANS 
WITH HIS MANA. | 


HE HASN'T 

BEEN PHYSICALLY 

\ TRAINING LIKE YOU, 
\ EITTLE ONE, 












BUT 
| CAN ASSURE 
THAT ONCE THIS IS 
OVER, HIS BODY WILL | 
BE STRONGER AND 
MORE RESILIENT 
THAN A VETERAN 
WARRIOR. 


















THEN HOW 
COME HE'S SO 
SENSITIVE WHEN 
\ | HIT HIM? 


oa \. | STILL FEEL FAIN, 
SS) YOU KNOW!! 











SEEMS LIKE 
THREE YEARS 
OF FUSION HASN’T 
BEEN ENOUGH TO 
SAP AWAY YOUR 
ENERGY. 


AKC 


YOU READY? » 












GOOD. AFTER 
TONAY YOU'LL. 


BE A TRUE BEAST | 
TAMER, UNLIKE THOSE 
LUCKY ADVENTURERS 
WHO MERELY USE 

THEIR BEAST WILL 
\ LIKE TOOLS. 
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_ FEEL A BIT WARM 


BE TOO BAD. 


BUT IT SHOULDN'T 














I'M GOING 
TO IGNITE YOUR 
MANA CORE BY 

INSERTING A LARGE 
AMOUNT OF MY 

OWN MANA. 























WHAT 
IN THE 
WORLD... 











| ARE 
| YOU OKAY? 


fn 
I'M FINE... 
| THINK. 





| KNOW 
YOU HAVE YOUR 
REASONS FOR NOT 
TELLING ME 
‘TIL NOW, 


BUT... | 
HAVE TO ASK 
ONE MOKE 


/ = WHAT 
SORT OF BEAST 
GAVE ITS WILL 

TO YOU? | 








SHE WAS... 


A DRAGON. F 











DEAK LORD, 

A KEAL 
DRAGON 
TAMER! 





| T- 
TRAINED AN 
ACTUAL... 








HOW 
ARE YOU 
FEELING? 























| THINK 
| SHOULD 
BE ASKING 
YOU THAT? 












THE 
LAST THING 
| REMEMBER 
“| BEFORE FALLING 

| UNCONSCIOUS 
\ IS YOU GOING — 
\ CRAZY. ; 









I'VE, 
UH, CALMED 
DOWN. 

























. [| Goop.|can \ 
| TRUST YOU Guys TO 
KEEP IT A SECRET, 

RIGHT? EVEN AFTER | 
| LEAVE? 





OF COURSE. 
AND ON THE 
TOPIC OF 

LEAVING... 









DEPARTURE HAS JUST 
| BEEN SET FOR FOUR 











_ SERIOUS?! | 


WOULDN'T BE, 
FOR ANOTHER 
TWO YEARS? 










AN INTERRACIAL 
TOURNAMENT AMONGST | 
THE THREE KINGDOMS’ 
| YOUTHS THAT WAS IN THE 
WORKS HAS FINALLY 
——— BEEN CONFIRMED. 
IN XYRUS CITY OF 
SAPIN WILL BE OPEN TO | 
BOTH ELENOIR KINGDOM |~ 
| AND THE KINGDOM | 
OF DARV DURING 
THIS TIME. 





DON T 
WOKRY 
ABOUT 
Tess. 





| KNOW YOU'VE BEEN 
CHECKING IN ON 
THEM THESE 
PAST FEW YEARS 
THROUGH RINIA, 


BUT YOU'LL 
FINALLY Be ABLE 
TO SEE THEM 
IN PERSON. 


YEAH. 






| STILL... 
FOUR MONTHS IS 
_ PRETTY SOON. — 








qe 
MAKE YOU WISH 
THESE FOUR 
MONTHS WERE 
OVER SOON, 
BRAT. 


NOW THAT 
! YOU'VE FINISHED 
YOUR ASSIMILATION, 
YOUR TRAINING 
WILL GET EVEN 
HARDER. 






GET SOME 
REST. I'LL BREAK 
IT TO TESSIA 
GENTLY. 






















WHAT THE... 











% S-STONE... j 
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YOU'RE 
A DRAGON... 
RIGHT? 


HEHE... 


KYU- 
AT Bisa 





























MAMA! 





SHE CAN 
TALK INSIDE 
. MY MIND... 











| THINK 

ILL CALL 
YOU ‘SYLVIE’ 
AFTEK YOUR 

MOTHER. 

















KYU! 
(SYEEVY!) 








YOU 
LIKE THAT, 
HUH? 









| WAIT 
| YOU REALLY 
\ DO LIKE IT! , 







| CAN 
| FEEL IT! 





SEEMS LIKE %& 
# THIS MARK ISN’T # 
F AS SIMPLE AS 
IT LOOKS. 


# REALLY AM% 
E A REBEL. # 








KYYAAAAAAII! - 








THERE?! | 









| WHO IS 
THISSS? 







IT’S SO | 
CUTE! | 
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SO YOU CAN 
COMMUNICATE 
WITH HER WITH 

YOUR MIND? 


4 
7 4 
| eee Me 
eer 


= 


1 
| 

| 
1 

1 
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f 








YOU'RE | 
SO LUCKY... 


MAYBE 
IF | COULD 
1 COMMUNICATE 
\ WITH HER, SHE'D 
LIKE ME 






/ SHE'D LikE You 7 | 
/ IF YOU STOPPED \=w f | 
LOOKING AT HER } f= 
LIKE YOU WERE 
SOME SORT OF 
PREDATOR. 


 GRAMPS! 





| COME 
SEE ARTHUR'S — 
NEW PET! 








f St 





GOING TO 
DIE EARLY IF 
\ | KEEP GETTING | 
. SHOCKED LIKE 
THIS... 











AFTER 
EXPLAINING 
TO VIRION WHAT 


HAD HAPPENED AND 
WHERE SYLVIE HAD 
COME FROM, 

















| LEARNED THAT 
‘BEINGS’ LIKE SYLVIE 
WOULD USUALLY 
ONLY HATCH IN 
THE PRESENCE 
OF THEIR KIN. 





WE TRIED TO 
THINK OF WHY SHE 


MIGHT'VE HATCHED 
IN FRONT OF 
ME, 















BUT THE ONLY 
REASON WE COULD 
THINK OF WAS THE 
FACT THAT | HAD 
FULLY ACTIVATED 
SYLVIA’S WILL 
YESTERDAY. 





= = q F = \ { 7 T. a Fl — 
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DO YOU THINK 
ILL HAVE TO 
HIDE HER ONCE 
| GO BACK? 





MOST 
| PEOPLE WON’T — 
| KNOW THAT SHE 
IS SUCH A 
POWERFUL 
BEING, 





so yous 
SHOULD BE OKAY 

JUST FEIGNING IT 
OFF AS A RARE 

MANA BEAST. 

















BUT 
YOU HAVE 
OTHER THINGS 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT. 










HELD BACK ON 

STRENGTHENING 

YOUR MANA CORE 
DURING THE 
ASSIMILATION, 













BUT 
NOW THAT 
YOU'VE FULLY 
AWOKEN, 








WE SHOULD 
GET YOU TO | 
TRAINING BOTH 
YOUR CORE AND 
\ NEW DRAGON | 
WILL. 





WHAT 
DO | NEED 
TO DO? 





WELL, | 
FOUND THAT 
THE BEST WAY 
TO ACCESS THE 


- FIRST STAGE OF 


YOUR BEAST ON TOP OF \ 
WILL, | STRENGTHENING 
YOUR MANA 
CORE, 














ISTO ' 

CONSTANTLY 
ENGAGE IN 

COMBAT. 





THEN IT'LL 
ALSO MAKE SENSE 
THAT FIGHTING A FELLOW 

BEAST TAMER AS HE 
USES THESE “STAGES” 

AGAINST YOU WILL 

HELP YOU EVEN 
MORE. 


























7 
s 

















BEAST TAMERS. 


MAGES CAPABLE OF 
HARNESSING THE UNIQUE 
ABILITY INHERITED FROM 

A MANA BEAST. 





THE FIRST 
STAGE, 
KNOWN AS 
THE ACQUIRE 
PHASE, 











| IS WHEN THE 
| BEAST TAMER IS 
| ABLE TO BORROW 
THEIR BEAST’S 
INHERENT 
STRENGTHS. 





BUT IT’S 
ONLY AT 
THE SECOND 
STAGE, THE 
INTEGKATE 





WHEN THE 
MAGE CAN TRULY 
UTILIZE THEIR 
BEAST’S UNIQUE 
ABILITY AND 
CHAKACTERISTICS. 





AND 
FOR VIRION, 


WHO HAD ONLY 
UNLOCKED THIS 
SECOND STAGE AFTER 
DECADES OF STUDYING 
HIS BEAST WILL, 





HE WAS NOW 
ABLE TO UTILIZE 
THE DEADLY PROWESS 
OF A SHADOW FANTHER. 





NOW, 
ARTHUR. 


PAY ATTENTION 
- WHILE | SNEAK 
UP BEHIND 
YOU. 





we IS HE 4 
7 SAYING HE CAN 
7 4 SNEAK UPON FE 

















| SURKENDER. 


| CAN'T 
EVEN REACT 

TO YOUR SPEED 
AT THIS LEVEL 
AND FRANKLY, 


INDUCING. 





SO 
(VE BEEN 
TOLD. 
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USING 
THE INTEGRATE 


—_— yy 





OF ME. 


iy" er fra ail na 
we My on ; 


ci lee yi 


PHASE STILL 
TAKES A BIT OUT 
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YOUR 

MOVEMENTS 

ARE ONE 
THING, 


BUT 

EVEN WHEN 
YOU WERE BEHIND 
ME, | COULDN'T © 
FEEL YOUR | 
PRESENCE. 





SHADOW 
PANTHERS ARE ABLE | 
TO INSTINCTUALLY 
MANIPULATE WIND 
AND SOLIND TO 
ACHIEVE THIS 
EFFECT. 


[| | THINK | 
(VE BULLIED 
YOU ENOUGH. _ 





WHAT SAY 
WE ACTUALLY | 
START 
TRAINING? | 
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DAYS QUICKLY 
PASSED FOR ME, 
COMPLETELY IMMERSED 
IN TRAINING. 









THROUGH VIRION’S 
GUIDANCE AND MY OWN 
INSIGHTS, | WAS ABLE TO 
ACCESS THE FIRST STAGE 
OF MY DRAGON WILL. 


HE HAD ALSO 
TAUGHT ME TO CONCEAL 
THE PRESENCE OF MY 
BEAST WILL IN FRONT OF 
OTHER MAGES. 


IF | WASN'T 
STRENGTHENING 
MY MANA CORE OR 
STUDYING SYLVIA’S 
DRAGON WILL, 


| WAS 
SPARRING AGAINST 
VIRION. 
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LUCKILY, 
THE ASSIMILATION 


PROCESS ALLOWED 
MY BODY TO KEEP UP WITH 


CONSTANT TRAINING AND 
CONDITIONING. 


AND ON MY 
DOWNTIME, | SPENT 
AS MUCH TIME AS | COULD 
"EMBRACING THE JOYS AND 
INNOCENCE OF CHILDHOOD" 
LIKE SYLVIA HAD WISHED 
FORK ME, 











UNTIL THE 
DAY OF DEPARTURE 
FINALLY CAME... 





De ee 


le te i 


ee | 





SPENDING EVERY DAY 
TOGETHER THESE LAST FEW 
YEAKS MADE BREAKING THE 
NEWS OF MY APPROACHING 

DEPARTURE THAT MUCH 
HARDER ON TESS. 








THOUGHT. 





| GRANDMA SYLVIA’S 
FEATHER WORKS 
WELL AT HIDING 
THE PRESENCE 
OF SYLVIE’S 
MARK. 
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IT’S TIME 
TO 60, 
\ ARTHUR. , 





CARRIAGE IS 
| WAITING FOR 
YOU. 














IT’S ADORNED 
WITH THE ERALITH 
HOUSE CREST AND 
IT'LL HELP YOU 
NAVIGATE THE 
FOREST. 













YOU CAN 
ALWAYS JUST 
FIND ANOTHER 
PRINCESS TO LEAD | 
YOU BACK. 
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GRANDPA! 


| IT WAS A JOKE, 
LITTLE ONE! | 
JUST A JOKE! 






WE'LL 
SEE EACH 
| OTHER AGAIN 
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| EXPECT 
YOU TO BE 
STRONGER 
THAN ME 
THE NEXT 
TIME WE 
MEET. 





I'M GOING 
TO MISs 
YOU, TESS. 
STAY SAFE. 











I'M GOING 
TO MISS YOU 
TOO, ART! | 
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IF IT 
ISN'T ARTHUR, 
| THE HUMAN 
BRAT. 





DID YOU 


| eInnlAl!]!YvY 4oT 





KICKED OUT OF | 
THE KINGDOM? 





| ..WHO 
| ARE YOUF | 







ag ee 






I'M THE NOBLE 
THAT YOU BEAT UNFAIRLY 
BY DEFYING THE CUSTOMS 
OF THE DUEL!! 
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EVERYBODY BUT 
A FOOLISH HUMAN 
BUMPKIN LIKE YOU KNOWS 
A TRUE DUEL IS MEANT TO 
BE A DEMONSTRATION ait 
OF MAGIC, 





AND THE 
CHALLENGER 
ALWAYS STRIKES 
FIRST! 








IVYSAUR, 
RIGHT? 


| AM 
FEYRITH IVSAAR Ill, 
HEIR TO THE 
NOBLE IVSAAR 
FAMILY! | MAY HAVE 
| BEEN DEFEATED 
UNDERHANDEDLY 
WHILE | WAS 
A NAIVE CHILD, 
BUT IF WE 
WERE TO FIGHT Vy) | 
NOW-- l, /, We I 










P| 





[ Nice \ 
TO SEE YOU 








FOR BULLYING YOU | 
BACK THEN. 










YOU CAN 
JUST CALL 
\ HIM FEYFEY, 


LIKE WE 


D-D-DON’T 
TELL HIM 
THAT!! 
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7 THE FLOATING 
4 ciTy oF xyrus! 








KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
ao ON INSTAGRAM! 
ar @turtleme93 
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WE'RE 
FINALLY HOME, 
SYLVIE. 





ARE YOU 
READY? 





| HAD 
NEARLY 
DIED. 





| HAD 
LOST 
SOMEONE 
IMPORTANT. 





| HAD 
KILLED 





AND | 
HAD TRAINED 
FOR MY 
Lire. 


BUT NONE 
OF THESE THINGS 
WERE AS NERVE- 
WRACKING AS 
THIS MOMENT. 
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| MAY! | 
| HELP YOU, © 


ER, NICE 
TO MEET 
YOU. 


J My NAME 
IS ARTHUR 
LEYWIN. 
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| WAS 
INFORMED THAT 
MY FAMILY IS CURRENTLY 
RESIDING IN THIS 
MANOR. 











ELEANOR 
LEywin! 





lan WHAT DID | SAY 
am ABOUT GREETING 

EVERYONE WHO 
KNOCKS ON THE... 


...YOOR. 
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ELEANOR... 
LEYWIN? 
MY SISTER? 














H-HI, 
MOM. 
I'M HOME. 











| KNEW THAT | 
VOICE KEALLY 
WAS YOU! YES, 
YES, YOU'RE 
. BACK NOW! 













MY BABY 
IS HOME |e" 











D-DON’T CWY, 
DON’T cwy. 



































STORY BY ART BY 
TURTLEME FUYUKI23 


PRESENTED BY 


ts | 
wi | i i 


QUALITY CONTROL BY 


EDITOR 


= i = Pas 
| in i. j 7 i, a 
4 J . = 4 ie i: 


cCLUUG hei « 


ASSISTANTS 
CHARACTER COLORING) PLOW PLO 


HOW ARE 
YOU FEELING? 
THE VOICE-- 
| MEAN, YOU- = |__ 
TOLD US THAT i, Up 
YOU HAD AN ILLNESS. \ é 
HAS THAT BEEN 
FULLY TREATED? 


MY BABY 
IS SO THIN, 
DID YOU NOT 
EAT THREE 
MEALS A DAY? 


—_— ———— 

=, ——_—; 
—= : 
= | 
—— 1 4 7 
| 











MOM. 
(MFINE. | 
NEVER BETTER. | 2 






YOU'RE 


a eee 2 ee | _ - 2 





ASKING IU 
MANY QUESTIONS 
AT ONCE, 

HONEY. 





BESIDES, 
JUST ONE 
LOOK AND YOU CAN 
TELL HOW BIG AND 
STRONG OUR SON 
HAS GOTTEN. 





ELLIE, 
COME HERE 
AND SAY HI 
TO YOUR BIG |, 

BROTHER. 


















YES. 
THE BROTHER 
IN THE STORIES 


| MOMMY AND DADDY | 
TELL YOU BEFORE 
«BEDTIME. 











ELEANOR. 
IT'S NICE 








AFTER 
GETTING SETTLED, 
| SPENT SOME 


TIME EXPLAINING 
EVERYTHING FROM 
THE BEGINNING. 

















WHILE | TRUSTED 
MY FAMILY, | CHOSE TO 
LEAVE OUT SYLVIA, 
EXPLAINING MY SURVIVAL FROM 
THE FALL OFF THE CLIFF 
AS A COMBINATION OF 
LUCK AND My BODY'S 
UNCONSCIOUS USE OF MAGIC 
TO PROTECT ME. 














FROM THERE, 
| CONTINUED ON 
ABOUT FINDING TESS 
AND SPENDING TIME IN 
THE KINGDOM OF ELENOIR, 
RECOVERING. 


/ AND WHAT 
ABOUT THIS 
LITTLE FRIEND 

OF YOURS? | 





WHILE | 
WAS TRAVELING, 
| | STUMBLED INTO A MANA | 
BEAST’S DEN WITH 
SYLVIE’S MOTHER DYING 
FROM AN INJURY. 


| COULDN’T 





DO ANYTHING 
FOR THE MOTHER, 
BUT I'VE BEEN TAKING 
CARE OF THIS ONE 
SINCE THEN. 










SO ARE 
YOU SURE 
YOURE ALL 

HEALED 

Now? 


THERE'S y— 
NO CHANCE OF |. , 
YOU GETTING THAT |W & 
ILLNESS AGAIN? 7 // | 


YOU 

DON'T NEED TO 

WORRY ANYMORE. 
IT MORE SO HAD TO DO 
WITH THE INSTABILITY 
| OF MY MANA CORE 

-\ FROM AWAKENING 
MN \ SO EARLY. 













| Fook. 
BAD FOK KEEPING 
SECKETS FROM 
THEM, BUT UNTIL 
| GET STRONGER, 
IT’S TOO DANGEROLIS 





— bail _ —_— SE OE=EEE—‘ i? 2 SE_ _ | 


"| FOR THEM TO KNOW FF 
A EVERYTHING. =f 





THAT’S RIGHT! 
YOUR MANA CORE! 
WHAT STAGE ARE 
YOU AT NOW? 



















REY! 
YOUR SON JUST 
CAME HOME AND 
YOURE ALREADY 

TALKING ABOUT MANA 

CORE STAGES?! 





WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH 

COMPARING OUR 

GROWTH? 
















AFTER 

WE GOT HEKE, 
I'VE BEEN WORKING 
AS THE INSTRUCTOR 
FOR THE HELSTEA 
AUCTION HOUSE 
GUARDS. 












OH? SO IT 
| WASN’T ONLY 
| YOUR FACIAL HAIR | 
THAT GREW? 







WHAT | 
| STAGE IS YOUR — 
| MANA CORE AT 
\ NOW, DAD? | 















YOUR OLD MAN 
BROKE THROUGH 
TWO YEARS BACK AND 

ENTERED THE DARK | 
ORANGE STAGE! 










YOU 
MUST'VE WORKED 
KEALLY HARD... 
















| IMPRESSED, 

HUH? 
| WHAT ABOUT | 
YOU, SON? , 





a! 4 wail 5 — . 
Pew mers | Her Pry - fy 
th RTE Aue if If fi ei raae 











THAT'S AMAZING, 
ARTHUR... BLIT REY, 
DEAR... 






























WHAT DID 
| SAY ABOUT 
CURSING IN FRONT 
OF ELLIE? 
HONEY... 


E~ELLIE, 

PLEASE 
DON’T SAY 

. THAT WORD. , 


ARE 
YOU REALLY 
LIGHT RED? 

WHEN? 
HOW? 











AW 


7 Pi Ree SO Bee. eee a 











FORGET IT! 
WE'RE MOVING TO THE 
BACKYARD TO SFAK, 

RIGHT NOW! 






y %% SHET! 


oN y — a 
a. — Ss SHET! 
a 
a el ada A 


a 





IT’S GOOD TO BE BACK. 





KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
ON INSTAGRAM! 

4 @turtleme93 
— @fuyuki23 








NEXT TIME ON 
THE BEGINNING AFTER 
THE END... 


| HOPE 
YOU'RE READY. 
— YOUR FATHER ISN'T 


THE SAME MAN HE |, 


WAS BACK THEN. 























NEITHER 
AM I. 





TO BE CONTINUED... 








REY! 
| JUST 
HEARD THAT 
YOUR SON 
IS ALIVE?! 














{WHAT IN THE — \ 
| WORLD IS GOING... 




















/ VINCENT, TABITHA, \ 
I'D LIKE YOU TO MEET 

| MY SON, ARTHUR. |], 
HE'S REALLY BACK, / 














ARTHUR, 
THIS IS VINCENT 
HELSTEA, WHO RUNS 
THE HELSTEA AUCTION 














\ we HOUSE, AND MY OLD FRIEND 
INTRODUCE YOURSELF 


ND) WHO | NOW WORK FOR. 

MY tuis is His House, $0 
| \\. BeFrore we start / 
\\ WRECKING IT. 









IT'S A PLEASURE 
TO MEET YOU, 
MR. AND MRS. 

HELSTEA. 







'M SURE 
THIS MAY ALL COME AS A 
SURPRISE TO YOU BUT | WAS 
THE ONE WHO ASKED THEM NOT TO 
\ TELL ANYONE HOW | WAS, SO ALLOW 
ME TO APOLOGIZE FOR THE 


CONFUSION. 





WOW... 
ARE YOU 
SURE YOU'RE 
RELATED 
TO YOUR 
FATHER? 














| GET ASKED |\ 
THAT A LOT, 
BUT YES. 


| GREAT TO | 
HAVE YOU IN 
OUR HOME. 


' ARTHUR, THIS \ 
IS LILIA. SHE'S 
ABOUT YOUR 

— AGE SO | HOPE 

THE TWO OF 

YOU CAN BE 

FRIENDS. 

















a 
WHAT WAS 
THAT ABOUT 
WRECKING MY 












THAT'S RIGHT. 
ARTHUR AND | 
WERE JUST ABOUT 
TO GO OUT BACK 
\ FOR SOME 
\. SPARRING! 








OH... 
| SPARRING-- 





WAIT, 
SPARRING?! 





fit /_—— 
E 


THEY REALLY 
- ARE SPARRING... 
































ALICE. 
YOUR HUSBAND 
CAN'T BE SERIOUS 
ABOUT ARTHUR 
BEING A LIGHT RED 
CORE MAGE, 
RIGHT? 








| WAS 
SUPRISED 
AS WELL BUT 
ARTHUR HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN A 
FAST LEARNER, 
AND HE HAS NO 
KEASON 
TO LIE. 









SO, I'M JUST 
SUPPOSED TO 
BELIEVE THAT AN 
EIGHT-YEAR-OLD HAS 
| NOT ONLY AWAKENED 
BUT HAS PROGRESSED 
\ THREE STAGES? 


EVEN THOSE SNOBBY 
GENIUS BRATS ADMITTED 
INTO XYRUS ACADEMY ARE 
BARELY AT THE DARK RED 

1 STAGE, AND THEYRE 

ELEVEN OR TWELVE! 









| GUESS 
ITD BE BEST 
NOT TO TELL 
HIM THAT I'M 
ONLY AT LIGHT RED 
BECAUSE | COULDN'T 
TRAIN MY CORE 
WHILE ASSIMILATING 
WITH SYLVIA $s 











| HOPE 
YOU'RE READY. 
YOUR FATHER ISN’T 
THE SAME MAN HE | 
WAS BACK THEN. 














NEITHER 
AM I. 




















oS of 


iy | 








YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
HAVE TO 

TRY HARDER 

THAN--  / 












qT 





1 i nN at 











A 














WHAT DO 
YOU THINK? 


(LL ADMIT | 
YOU CAUGHT ME }7 
_ OFF GUARD. 













| YOUR OLD 
MAN IS GOING 





A LITTLE TRICK | 
LEARNED AFTER | 
BROKE THROUGH 
INTO THE DARK 
ORANGE STAGE. 
DON’T SAY | | 
DIDN’T WARN YOU. 
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MAGES, STARTING FROM THEIK AWAKENING, HAVE 
ALWAYS HAD AFFINITIES, OR STRENGTHS, IN 
TERMS OF WHAT ELEMENT THEY CAN BEST 
CONTROL. PARENTS SEEK OUT PROFESSIONALS 


FOR EXPENSIVE TESTING ON THEIR CHILD SO 
THAT THEY CAN LEAKN EARLY ON WHAT ROUTE TO 
PUSH THEIR NEWBORN MAGE TOWARDS. 





IN THIS WORLD, CONJURERS HAVE THE INNATE 
ADVANTAGE OF BEING ABLE TO MANIFEST AND 








FOR AUGMENTERS, THEIR AFFINITY OF ELEMENTS 
ARE MUCH MORE SUBTLE, AND ACTUAL 
MANIFESTATION OF THE ELEMENTS COME ONLY 
AFTER THE AUGMENTER CROSSES A CERTAIN 
THRESHOLD. 














FOK MY FATHER, WHO HAD BEEN FIGHTING 
AND TRAINING HARD SINCE AN EARLY AGE 
BUT HAD NO FORMAL TRAINING, IT TOOK HIM 
UNTIL THE ORANGE CORE STAGE TO BE ABLE 
TO TURN HIS EXPLOSIVE MANA USAGE INTO 
ACTUAL FIRE. 


FROM THE WORLD | HAD 
COME FROM, ELEMENTS 
WEREN'T DESTINED FROM 
BIRTH, BUT A PATH THAT 
ONE TOOK WILLINGLY. 











TALENT WAS A LARGE 
PART OF IT, BUT SINCE 
NO ONE WAS RESTRICTED 
TO JUST ONE AFFINITY, 
HARD WORK ALSO PLAYED 
A SIGNIFICANT ROLE. 





| 
| | 
‘| | > 
is | 
" 
~—CULC®D | 
| 
| 
| | | 






































0" d\ 





FOK ME, 

WHO HAD SO MANY 
ADVANTAGES SINCE 
COMING TO THIS WORLD, 
ALL OF IT CULMINATED 
INTO THIS... 





| LEARNED A TRICK 


OR TWO AS WELL. 








| TRY NOT TO 
BE TOO 
SURPRISED. 











KEEP 


UP WITH US CREATORS 
ON 

















NEXT TIME ON 
THE END 


THE BEGINNING AFTER 




















AS EXPECTED OF MY FATHER! 
HIS PUNCHES ARE GETTING SHARPER 
AND HE’S LEVERAGING HIS LONGER 
REACH SO | CAN'T GET CLOSE. 












TO BE CONTINUED... 











A-ARTHUR’S | __ 
An 
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AS EXPECTED OF MY FATHER! 
HIS PUNCHES AKE GETTING SHAKFER 
AND HE’S LEVERAGING HIS LONGER 
REACH SO | CAN'T GET CLOSE. 

















(XN WSS 


mth) 








HAHAHAHA! 















THAT'S 
SOME TRICK 
YOU LEARNED, 














LIGHTNING WAS, 
BY FAR, MY MOST 
SUCCESSFUL DEVIANT 
AFFINITY, BUT | STILL 
HAD WAYS TO GO. 





ICE WAS UNSTABLE 
AND | HADN'T EVEN GOTTEN 
TO UNLOCK SOUND 
OR GRAVITY. 


















IT FELT 
GOOD TO BRAG 
TO MY PARENTS. 















WHEN DID 
YOU LEARN THATS 
HOW DID YOU LEARN IT? 
WHAT ELSE DO YOU 
KNOW? 


NOT LONG 
AGO, AND | 
CAN BARELY 

CONTROL IT. 


| CAN'T 
DO MUCH 
ELSE 




















| ~~ ELLIE! 
DON’T RUN! 
BE CAREFUL! 





WHAT 
_ AN EXTRAORDINARY | 




















KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
» ON INSTAGRAM! 
See Oturtleme93 
@fuyuki23 








Rey! 





DO YOU 
REALIZE WHAT KIND | 
OF FUTURE YER SON 














OF 
COURSE | | 
\ po! 





| KNEW 
“| EVER SINCE 
HE AWAKENED 
WHEN HE WAS 
THREE! 


WHAT?! 
AWAKENED AT 
THREE?! 





HE 
BLEW UPS 
MOST OF OUR | 
HOUSE IN THE , 
PROCESS... / 









f —HAHAL | 
GOOD TIMES!!! Ja 





ARE YOU 
OH-KAY? 















oS Rey! 

y S WHAT IF WE 
dat ENROLL ARTHUR 
IN XYRUS 
ACADEMY?! 


















SERIOUSLY? 
BUT HE’S ONLY EIGHT 
AND XYRUS ACADEMY IS 
THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS 
MAGIC INSTITUTION IN 
THE CONTINENT! 













| MY DRUNK 
HUSBAND DOES 
MAKE A POINT | 
ene aa WITH HIS LEVEL 
OF TALENT, IT 
WOULD EVEN BE 
WORTHWHILE FOR 
US TO SPONSOR 
ARTHUR SO YOU 
WON'T HAVE TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
TUITION COSTS! 
















—e ee 


WE 
COULDN'T DO 
THAT TO 
YOU... 





AFTER 
EVERYTHING YOU 
DID FOR US ALREADY, | 
TO HAVE PAY FOR OUK | 
SON’S SCHOOLING | 

IS JUST... 





AND BESIDES, 
HE'S ONLY EIGHT, I'M 
SURE THEY WON'T EVEN 
CONSIDER HIM... 


FUFUFU... 









| HAPPEN 
TO DO ALOT OF 
BUSINESS WITH THE 
FAMED DIRECTOR OF 
XYRUS ACADEMY 
HERSELF! | CAN 
TALK TO HER 
AND--- 











EXCUSE ME. 











SEEING AS 

THIS WILL AFFECT 
MY FUTURE... MAY | SAY 

SOMETHING? 
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| STILL CAN'T 
BELIEVE YOL'RE 
HERE WITH US! 
ALL GROWN UP 
INTO A 






















"VE 
CHANGED A 







LANINSOAA y | LOT SINCE YOU NO 
HANDSOME BOY. npn a 
MUCH YOU'VE 
CHANGED, 






YOU'RE STILL 
OUR SON. 









Son ad 
amg 
tf 





EVEN AFTER 


FINDING OUT YOU WERE A 
DEVIANT MAGE CAPABLE OF 
PERHAPS BECOMING ONE OF 
THE STRONGEST MAGES IN 

THE FUTURE, THAT WAS 

STILL ONLY THE SECOND 

BEST NEWS TODAY. 

























YOUR FATHER 
IS RIGHT. 






BUT NOW 
| YOU'RE PROBABLY TOO 
GROWN-UP FOR YOUR OLD 
| MOTHER TO GIVE YOU A 
| GOODNIGHT KISS, 
HUH... 




























GOOD NIGHT, 
MOM, DAD. 
| MISSED YOU 
BOTH. 





COME ON, 
LET'S LET 
ARTHUR GET 
SOME 
SLEEP. 


i.) al 









OH, | ALMOST 
FORGOT! LET’S GO 
SHOPPING WITH YOUR 
SISTER TOMORROW! 
YOU NEED SOME NEW 
CLOTHES AND ITLL BE 
A GOOD CHANCE FOR 
YOU TWO TO BOND. 











SOUNDS 
GOOD! 





AND, 
ARTHUR... 















DON'T HOLD IT 
AGAINST VINCENT 
FORK BEING SO 
EXCITED EARLIER. 
HE MEANS WELL. 














WITH ALL DUE 
RESPECT... 


| HAVE JUST 
REUNITED WITH MY 
FAMILY TODAY. 


MAY | SPEND SOME 
TIME WITH THEM BEFORE 
DECIDING WHETHER TO 
LEAVE THEM AGAIN TO 
ATTEND THIS ACADEMY 
OR NOTY 















O-OF COURSE, 
YOU'RE RIGHT... 
[M GETTING A BIT 
AHEAD OF MYSELF. 





| SEEM 
TO BE BIT 
MORE TIRED FROM 


= (| ees, &S a 


Pe OFAN I PAIN 
| THOUGHT. 
PLEASE EXCUSE 
ME. 






















il 























= — 
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IF YOU 
HEAD THAT WAY, 
YOULL WIND UP 
IN ONE OF OUR 


CELLARS. 











COME ON, 
| KNOW A 
BETTER 
PLACE. 























HEY, EVERYONE! 


HOPE YOU DON T 
MIND A GUEST 
TODAY! 


| 
j 
| 
; i] 
| 7 
| Fl | \ 
th bh? 
—  — 
7 x 
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IF IT ISN'T 
THE LAD THAT 
BURNED HALF OF 





THE LAWN | : 

WORKED SO HARD MY 
TO MAINTAIN...? APOLOGIES FOR ¥ 
\ THE TROUBLE 

»\ I'VE CAUSED... 


7 DONT 
MIND THIS 
ONE, YOUNG 
'UN. SHE’S 
JUST 
TEASING 
YOU. 
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DO WE HAVE 
ANY DUCK MEAT LEFT?! 


THE FATTY PARTS? 








BE CAREFUL, 
LILIA. MADAM 
HELSTEA HAS BEEN 
GETTING SUSPICIOUS 
BECAUSE YOU'VE BEEN | 
\ GAINING WEIGHT 
RECENTLY! 


MARIA, | 
THOUGHT | 
TOLD YOU 
YOURE NOT 
ALLOWED TO 
TALK ABOUT 








LADY LILIA SNEAKS 
HERE OFTEN WHEN SHE’S 
FEELING STRESSED. 





SIR AND MADAM'S 
GREATEST WISH IS FOR 
THEIR DAUGHTER TO AWAKEN 
AS A MAGE DESPITE EITHER OF 
THEM BEING ONE 
THEMSELVES. 





LILIA WANTS TO BE A 
MAGE AS WELL, OF 
COURSE, BUT IT STILL IS 
A LOT OF PRESSURE ON 
A LITTLE GIRL... 



















DON’T WORRY, 
| CAN TELL THAT THE 
HELSTEA FAMILY ARE 
NICE PEOPLE WHO 
MEAN WELL. 





_* 


GOOD NIGH 
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I'M UP, 
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YOU'RE 
EXCITED, 
AREN'T 




















LOOKS LIKE | 
I'M NOT THE 
ONLY ONE 
TAKING A 
SHOWER 








7 EN 
(ay 
 / 


(2 aai ies: 





KYUU!! 













! COME ON. IT | 
| WASN'T THAT | 
BAD. ! 









COMING! 











WELL HELLO 
| THERE, ELLIE. | 






6-G MORNING, 
BRUHDEK. MAMA 
SAID...WAKE YOU UP. 











| SEE... 


THEN CAN ELLIE 
TAKE US DOWN 
TO SEE MAMA? 





KAY! WE EAT 
BWEAKFAST, 
THEN GO SHUPPING! 
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SO THIS 
IS XYRUS 
CITY! 
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THOSE SMALL ORKBS 
YOU SEE ARE CALLED 
BEAST CORES. 









THEY'RE MAGICAL CORES , 


EXTRACTED FROM MANA 
BEASTS TO POWER YOU 
UP, ALTHOUGH THE 
EFFECTS BETWEEN CORES 
CAN VARY VASTLY. 















A BIT OF A GAMBLE 
TO SPEND HUNDREDS 
OF GOLD ON 






BUT IF 
YOU'RE LUCKY, 
ONE MIGHT EV 


eA. | AP FTA TA! CUA 


GIN GCYIN IAIN 


BEAST WILL. 





HUNDREDS OF 











IF NOT ae 
| THOUSANDS. [NS 





7 I'M GOOD WITH § 
MY BEAST WILL, F 
4 oTHANKS. =F 


ri! 
mG 










OUK HELSTEA 
AUCTION HOUSE RECEIVES 

QUITE A BIT OF BEAST CORES 

AND EVEN INFANT MANA BEASTS. 


le FO fF a - oF Zao i - 2 lao - =—)h—haksss 


TOU KE WELCO/VIE IC IAKE A 
CLOSER LOOK AT THOSE 
WHEN YOU GET 
THE CHANCE. 






I'D APPRECIATE 
THAT. THANK 
YOU! 


COME ON. 
| THERE WAS A 
| PLACE | WANTED 
| TO TAKE YOU AS. 
— \ SOON AS | SAW, 
| YOU. | 




























I-IS THIS 
NECESSARY? 





eo Fe 


ARTHUR, DEAR? — 


Meni im ff IAI@m &ift 


he APN TP EEN Dee! 


ATROC IOUS. 








DON’ T WORRY, 
MA‘AM, I'LL MAKE 
YOUR SON SHINE™ 











‘ TH 
FLAWLESS 
GEM HE IS 





ARTHUR LEYWIN 















| |FeeL | 
| RIDICULOUS. | 












YOU LOOK 
PERFECT, 
HONEY. 


















[ GOOD ENOUGH 
\._ | TO BE ELLIE’S BRUHDER 
> NOW. 
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A CIVILIZED MAN. 














THEY'RE 
STUDENTS OF 


XYRUS ACADEMY. | 











HUH? OH, 
LT WASN'T | 
REALLY... | 


IT’S SORT OF A STATUS | 
SYMBOL TO BE ABLE TO | 


\ WEAR THAT UNIFORM. 





! THEY LOOK LIKE 
\ JERKS TO ME. 


“JE: 








rare es as. sg) a a 





A LOT OF 
THEM ARE. 









THEY ARE ALMOST 
CONSIDERED 
ROYALTY AROUND 
HERE THOUGH. 


iittsnen. - : 
"apenas © 


enray ees 4, : Tg | J oe i 









WHAT ARE 
YOU TWO 
TALKING 

ABOUT? 





WE WERE | 

JUST TALKING 
ABOUT THE 

SCHOOL... 


| - 
a ae — 






HE’S LIKE A 
PUPPY, | 


/ HE'S USUALLY 
SO CALM AND MATURE, 
IT’S REFRESHING TO 
\ SEE HIM SO EXCITED 
\ LIKE THIS. 











IT'S A BIT 
COMFORTING FORK ME 
TO SEE HIM MORE 
LIKE A KID, ESPECIALLY 
AFTER LAST NIGHT'S... 
SPECTACLE. 
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CAN | HELP 


YOU? 















THIS IS NOT A PLACE 
FOR KIDS, YOUNG MAN. 
PLEASE LEAVE WHILE 
I'M ASKING NICELY. 


ell 






THAT THING 
YOU'RE LOOKING AT IS A 
DANGEROUS WEAPON. DO 
YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT 
THAT MEANS? 






THIS ISN'T LIKE THE 
TOY SWORDS YOU 
HAVE AT HOME, 

BRAT. 














THERE'S A 
CANDY STORE 
JUST OUTSIDE 
THE--- 













I'M WELL ' 
AWARE OF 
WHAT A 
SWORD IS. 
| MY APOLOGIES 
FOR GETTING | 
. IN THE WAY. | 





GET YOUR HAND 


OFF MY SON! 





WHAT DO YOU 
THINK YOU'RE 
DOING? 






| MY NAME IS 
IGASTUS FROM 
HOUSE... 





Zl 
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; 
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IGASTUS? 

You RE FROM THE BRANCH 
FAMILY OF HOUSE 
RAVENPOR. WOULD YOU 
LIKE ME TO REVOKE YOU 
AND YOUR FAMILY’S 

PARTICIPATION IN THE 
HELSTEA AUCTION HOUSE? , 














PLEASE! 





I-| HAD NO IDEA 

THIS BR--CHILD WAS 
WITH THE HELSTEA 
HOUSE! MY 
SINCEREST 
APOLOGIES! 













THANK YOU FOR \ 
GETTING ME OUT | 
THAT SITUATION. 


oO lizy AIH 


ACHE 
y iti 


TT EWE p 








| WAS MORE 
AFRAID OF WHAT 
YOU'D DO TO 


THAT MAN. 





TRUTH BE TOLD, 























AH! YOU GUYS 
ADE CINATIY 











ARTHUR! 
THIS WAY! THERE'S 
SOMEONE I'D LIKE 
YOU TO MEET! 








a 











YOU MUST BE 
ARTHUR. VINCENT 

| HAS TOLD ME MUCH 
ABOUT YOU. 


MY NAME IS CYNTHIA 
GOODSKY. | AM THE 

| FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR | 
OF XYRUS ACADEMY. | 








KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
ON INSTAGRAM! 
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XYRUS ACADEMY, 
AN INSTITUTION HAILED 
AS THE MOST EXALTED SANCTUARY 
FOK ANY WOULD-BE-MAGE PRIVILEGED 
ENOUGH TO HAVE BOTH THE 
BACKGROUND AND TALENT 
TO ENTER. 





A BREEDING GROUND 
OF ACCLAIMED SCHOLAKS, 
GUILD MEMBERS, LEADEKS, 
ROYAL GUARDS, AND MILITARY 
POWERHOUSES. 
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ANYONE WHO 
HAS MADE AN IMPACT 
IN THIS WORLD HAD TIES 
WITH XYKUS ACADEMY. 





THAT WAS THE KIND OF FAME 
THIS SCHOOL HELD, AN INSURMOUNTABLE 
TITAN COMPARED TO THE COUNTLESS OTHER 


ACADEMIES SCATTERED OVER THIS 
CONTINENT. 
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AND STANDING 
AT THE HELM OF IT ALL 
IS THE ACADEMY’S VERY OWN 
PIPELTNG ZONK LY 

















NICE TO \ 
FINALLY MEET YOU, |~ 
ARTHUR LEYWIN. | 






























WHAT IS THE PROPER 
SOCIAL CONVENTION IN 
4 A SITUATION LIKE THIS? 
"& =DOIKISS HER HAND? 

» SHAKE ITP =o 






NICE TO 
MEET YOU AS WELL, 
DIRECTOR. 













I'M SO SORRY 
FOR MY SON'S RUDE 
BEHAVIOR, DIKECTOK 





Pe wy UMW! 
RETURNED HOME 
AND IS IGNORANT OF 
FORMAL CUSTOMS. 













UGH...| HOPE 
THIS DOESN'T 3 
TAKE LONG. | HAVEN'T | 
EATEN IN HOURS. 









IT’S QUITE 

| ALRIGHT. IF ANYTHING, 
I'M THE RUDE ONE FOR 

INTRUDING AT SUCH 


A LATE HOUR. 













BUT | COULDN'T REFUSE 
A FAVOR FROM VINCENT, 
AFTER ALL HIS GREAT 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO XYRUS ACADEMY. 





PLEASE, 

I'M JUST HELPING OUT 
THE ACADEMY THAT | 
HOPE FOR My LILIA TO 
ONE DAY ATTEND. 

















IT ISN'T 
VERY OFTEN THAT 
| TAKE A HOUSE TRIP 
TO VISIT A POTENTIAL 
STUDENT, 


BUT VINCENT PIQUED 
MY INTEREST WHEN HE 
INSISTED THAT A PRODIGY 
OF THE HIGHEST CALIBER 
IS CURRENTLY LIVING 
IN HIS HOME. 











WOULD YOU 
MIND LEADING US 
TO AN OFEN SPACE 
SO | CAN SEE 
A DEMONSTRATION? 





ERM, 
CAN | AT LEAST 
EAT DIN-- 


THIS WAY, 
DIRECTOR CYNTHIA. 












(| bi | WE HAVE 
i, A WONDERFUL 
, ie: “ PAVED COURTYARD 
hagee THAT'LL BE 


SUITABLE! 
vert 


LOOKS LIKE 
WE WON'T BE EATING ) , 
DINNER ANYTIME wee 
SOON, SYLVIE. 
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MY... 
WHAT A LOVELY 
MANA BEAST. IS THAT 











NO. 
SYLVIE IS MY \_ 
BOND. SHE HATCHED 
JUST A FEW 
\. MONTHS AGO. 4a 


INTERESTING. 
MANY NOBLES 
HERE PURCHASE MANA 
BEASTS TO FORM 
A CONTRACT 


















BUT I'VE 
NEVER SEENA 
| MANA BEAST LIKE , 
SYLVIE. 


HER MOTHER 
WAS SOME SORT 
OF SCALED WOLF 

WITH SMALL WINGS. 


SHE WAS 
ALMOST DEAD, 
PROTECTING HER EGG 
WHEN | STUMBLED INTO 
HER NEST. | GUESS 
| GOT LUCKY. 


























WELL, LET'S SEE IF 
WHAT VINCENT SAID WASN'T 
JUST AN EXAGGERATION. 





Jem AAG@AITIAA CR 


THAT YOU WERE AN 
AUGMENTER, BUT REFUSED 
TO TELL ME ANYTHING BEYOND 

THAT, SAYING ITLL BEA, 
SURPRISE. 



























IS IT 
CONFIDENCE 
7 OR ARROGANCE THAT 

LEAVES HIM SO 
COLLECTED? 


ate 


Pee 
r eee 


| WONDER 
WHAT'S GOING 
3 TOBE FOR DINNER... §& 
& I'M FEELING GRILLED — 


FISH TODAY... 





SHE'LL 
DEFINITELY BE _—-\ 
SHOCKED WHEN ARTHUR 
SHOWS HIS FIRE AND, 
\. LIGHTNING MAGIC! / 


AND HE WON’T 

BE ABLE TO BURN \ > 

\ THIS COURTYARD DOWN | WH) 
. LIKE LAST TIME! Ls 


















DO YOU NOT 
WISH TO ARM YOURSELF 
WITH A WEAPON AT THE 
VERY LEAST? 


STafelals ARF 4 \ Gis Ld lad ) 


mf nae Pail av uf 








SEEING AS YOU } 
' HAVE NO INTENTION OF \ 
USING THE WAND DECORATING © 
\ YOUR WAISTBAND, | WILL GO , 
\. BAREHANDED AS WELL. / 








VERY WELL, — 
SHALL WE BEGIN? | 
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DURING MY TIME 
TRAINING WITH VIRION, 
THE EXPLOSIVE POWER OF FIRE 
AND THE ADAPTIVE RIPOSTE OF WATER 


WERE THE FIRST K/ AKTS FROM MY WORLD 
TO MANIFEST AS ACTUAL ELEMENTS 
IN THIS WORLD FOR ME. 
AFTER THAT... 

















THE EARTH 
AND WIND STYLE 
MARTIAL ART TECHNIQUES 


OF MY PREVIOUS LIFE 
CULMINATED AS WELL. 














“CONTROL THE MIXTURE 


OF INTEKNAL AND AMBIENT MANA 
AS YOU SHAPE IT INTO THE 
DESIRED EFFECT.” 
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DIFFERENT FROM CONJURERS, 
THESE ARE THE FUNDAMENTAL 
STEPS AUGMENTERS TAKE TO MANIFEST 


AN ELEMENTAL ATTACK. OF COURSE, 
| HAD A BIT OF A HANDICAP 
WITH MY PAST KNOWLEDGE... 








NOW, LET’S SEE 
HOW THE DIRECTOR OF 
THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS 
MAGIC ACADEMY REACTS 

WHEN I! DO... 
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DAMN, EVEN WITH =< 
ALL OF MY TRAINING \ 
WITH VIRION, aSAS MN | 
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IMPRESSIVE. 


BUT, YOU'RE 
OVERCONFIDENT IN 
YOUR ABILITY TO FACE 
OPPONENTS HEAD ON. , 





ALL IN ALL, 
YOUR DISPLAY OF MAGICAL 
AND COMBAT PROWESS 
WAS EXCEPTIONAL. 


THIS WILL BE 
My LAST TEST-- 





OF SORTS. 
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SOUND MAGIC?! _= 


aR 





= SHE’S A DEVIANT?! 


MARVELOUS. 





HE PASSES 
WITH FLYING COLORS. 
AND WITH THE APTITUDE 


_ ARTHUR HAS SHOWN IN WIND 
MAGIC, I'M TEMPTED TO 
TEACH HIM MYSELF. 





A-ARTHUR... 
SINCE WHEN DID 
YOU LEARN TO USE 
EARTH AND WIND 
MAGIC AS WELL? 





HE-HE USED 
FIKE MAGIC 
JUST YESTERDAY! 


AND LI-LIGHTNING 
MAGIC! THAT'S WHY | 
BROUGHT YOU OUT INTO THIS 
PAVED COURTYARD-- BECAUSE 
HE BURNED DOWN MY 


WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN ‘AS WELL’? 





SO WHAT YOU MEAN 


| TO SAY IS THAT THIS LITTLE — 

BOY IS CAPABLE OF CONTKOLLING 

AT LEAST THREE ELEMENTS, , 
AND ONE TO ITS 
DEVIANT LEVEL? 












FOUK, 
ACTUALLY. 









| HAVE 
AN ELEMENTAL 





















== | AFFINITY FORALL fe<e Zs 
FOUR ELEMENTS. $< 
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E-EXCUSE ' 
Me. YOU 
ALRIGHT 
THERE, 

— MADAM 

\ DIRECTOR? | 


THANKS, 
I'M OKAY. 











IS BRUHDER 
STRONG, MAMA? 

















VERY STRONG, 
LITTLE ONE. PERHAPS 


i= APFPaAL | Aes Ck 





AFTER EVERYONE SETTLED DOWN, 
| APOLOGIZED TO MY FAMILY FORK KEEPING 
THIS FROM THEM. 





PLEASE, ART... 
JUST NO MORE 


MY CHEST TIGHTENED 
AT HEK WORDS. | WISHED | COULD 
PROMISE HER THAT. 
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THEY CAN'T 
HEAR US WHILE 
THIS SPELL IS ACTIVE. 
PLEASE SPEAK 
YOUR MIND. 
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SEEMS LIKE 
SHE KEAD RIGHT 
THROUGH ME. 





THE TRUTH 
IS... 













| SHOWED YOU My ABILITIES 
BECAUSE THERE ARE TWO THINGS 
THAT YOU HAVE THAT | NEED... 











POWER 
AND 
INFLUENCE. 






















KEEP MY 
FAMILY SAFE UNTIL 
| BECOME STRONG ENOUGH 
TO DO SO MYSELF AND I'LL NOT 
ONLY ATTEND YOUR ACADEMY, 
BUT I'LL ALSO CONSIDER YOU 
MY BENEFACTOR. 





NOT EVEN 
THE KING AND QUEEN OF SAPIN WOULD 
DAKE MAKE SUCH A ONE-SIDED DEAL 
WITH ME, YET YOU THINK I'D BEND 
TO ESTABLISH A RELATIONSHIP 
WITH A MERE CHILD? 





2-5; ) A Sa ralrawtricorl te! =m 


/ PONPIAT wv, CU/VIT AKRCLY 
TO EVEN THE KING AND QUEEN OF SAPIN, 
. I'M MORE AWARE OF THE POTENTIAL OF 
THIS “MERE CHILD’, AND TRUST 
THAT YOU DO AS WELL. 





ALTHOUGH... 
MY END OF THIS DEAL WILL 
HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL | ACTUALLY 
ATTEND YOUR ACADEMY. 











YOU SEE... 

| MADE A PROMISE 
TO SOMEONE 
IMPORTANT TO 
LIVE MY LIFE \ 

TO THE FULLEST. / /\ 








meme ANVal li FINKeA TENDING see 
| XYRUS ACADEMY AT A MORE 
NORMAL AGE WOULD 
HELP WITH THAT. 







GOODNESS, 
THATS OVER THREE 
YEARS FROM NOW! 








WHAT DO YOU PLAN 
ON DOING UNTIL THEN? 














| HAVEN'T 


| TOLD MY FAMILY 











AY, 
DECIDED TO BECOME 
AN ADVENTURER. 
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LOOKS LIKE 
THEY'VE STARTED. 
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YOU JUST 
GOT BACK AFTER WE ALL 


TIM IALIT Vol! Aas/ope MecAMm 


AND NOW YOU'RE SAYING 
YOU WANT TO GO GET 
YOURSELF KILLED 
OUT THERE?! 


NO! NOPE! 
! Over MY DEAD 
BoDy! 


Yi //\x 
dy ie A\ 


: ; F, 
i 
















HOW CAN YOU 
SAY THAT AFTER 
EVERYTHING WE WENT 
THROUGH TO 
GET HERE?! 














YOU 
UNDERSTAND, 
















| WASN'T 
PLANNING ON 

LEAVING ANYTIME 

SOON, MOM. 









































| WAS ACTUALLY 
LOOKING FORWARD 

TO SPENDING A FEW 
MONTHS AT HOME 

\ WITH EVERYONE. 


| KNOW | JUST 
GOT HERE, BUT AFTER 
STAYING IN THE ELF KINGDOM 
FOR OVER THREE YEARS, | FEEL 
LIKE I'VE MISSED SO MUCH OF 
SAPIN AND THE REST OF 
DICATHEN. 














| | WANT TO 
EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT 
YOU AND DAD DID BACK 
WHEN YOU TWO WERE 
ADVENTURERS. 








| KNOW 
WHERE YOLI’RE 
COMING FROM, ART. 
| REALLY DO. 


EVEN | WAS 
ITCHING TO EXPERIENCE 
THE ADVENTURING LIFE WHEN — 
| AWAKENED AS TEENAGER. | 





BUT YOUR 
MOTHER IS 
RIGHT TO 
WORRY. 














\ F Lowes 














NO MATTEK HOW 
PREPARED AND STKONG 
YOU THINK YOU ARE, THE LIFE 
OF AN ADVENTURER IS DANGEROUS 
AND UNPREDICTABLE. , 























WHAT IF 
| | WERE TO HAVE \ 

SOME SORT OF GUARD | 
\ OR SUPERVISOK | 
WITH ME? 









HEY... 
THAT'S NOT 


A BAD IDEA! 
BUT WHO WOULD 
BE A GOOD... 








No! 
| CAN'T BELIEVE 
(YOU'RE EVEN CONSIDERING IT! 


| WILL NOT LET 
YOU SEND MY SON AWAY 
FOK ANOTHEK THREE 
YEARS! 























I'M NOT 
GOING AWAY FOR 
THREE YEARS. 





| WAS PLANNING 
ON COMING BACK 
EVERY FEW MONTHS, 
O-OR EVEN MORE 
FREQUENTLY 
BETWEEN 
MISSIONS! 
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BRUHDER 
| LEAVING AWREADY? = 










NO NO! 
I'M STAYING 
RIGHT HERE, ELLIE! 
YOU'LL BE SEEING YOUR 
BROTHER A LOT! 








I'M NOT GIVING MY 
CONSENT JUST YET 
BUT AT LEAST ANSWER ME THIS... 
WHY DO YOU WANT TO BE AN 
ADVENTURER NOW? 


WOULDN'T IT 
MAKE MORE SENSE 
TO GO TO SCHOOL BEFORE 
SETTING OUT AS AN 
ADVENTURER? 












STAY. FIRM, ALICE! 
/OVERCOME THEIR’ B= 
= F- ~ 



















| WELL, IF|GO 
TO SCHOOL NOW, - 
'D BE QUITE A BIT 
YOUNGER THAN 
THE OTHER 
STUDENTS. 








| WANT TO FIT . 

IN AND MAKE FRIENDS BUT THAT 
MIGHT BE HARDER WITH SUCH 
A BIG AGE DIFFERENCE. 











Y-YOU DON’T HAVE 
TO GO SCHOOL NOW, 
BUT INSTEAD, WHAT IF 
YOU HELP OUT YOUR 

FATHER, OR-- 










IT’S FINE. 
OUR BOY WILL 
BE FINE. 












THANKS 
\ DAD. 





| ALSO DON'T WANT TO 
JUST TRAIN. | WANT TO FIGHT 
AND TEST OUT THE SKILLS I'VE 
LEARNED SINCE COMING TO THIS 
WORLD IN AN OPEN 
ENVIRONMENT. 
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STILL, | DIDN'T LIE 
TO MY MOTHER... 
SYLVIA DID TELL ME 
TO ENJOY LIFE. 
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NO ONE'S 
GOING TO STEAL 
YOUR FOOD. 





I'M JUST HAPPY TO BE 

ENJOYING A MEAL WITHOUT 
BEING RUSHED 
FOR WORK! 


: | 
i at 


LATEK TODAY TO SHOW SOME 
OF THE NEW KECRUITS 
AROUND? 











THAT'S JUST 
AN EXCUSE TO HOLD 
A WELCOMING PARTY 
AFTER! 














SO THAT'S WHERE 
THOSE RIDICULOUS 
MEAL EXPENSES ARE 
COMING FROM! 








SO EMBARASSING. | 









WHAT DO YOU 
GUYS HAVE PLANNED 
TODAY? 









WE'RE TAKING 
YOUR SISTER AND 
LILIA, IF YOU WANT 

\ TO COME AS WELL. 











| THINK 
LL STAY BEHIND | 
\ TODAY. 


THANK YOU, 
THOUGH. , 


ANYWAY... 
DID YOU GUYS 
SETTLE ON WHAT 
TO DO ABOUT 


Ameer 1 ee 








ANS | PILNe 













| WE AGREED TO LET HIM 
BECOME AN ADVENTURER 

UNDER CERTAIN 

CONDITIONS. 


OH? 
WHAT CONDITIONS? 








FIRST, 
HE’LL WAIT 
UNTIL AFTER HIS 
BIRTHDAY IN THREE 
MONTHS. 
SECOND, 
HE’LL HAVE A GUARD 
ON HIM AT ALL TIMES 
DURING MISSIONS. 





















AND THIRD, | 
HELL HAVE TO VISIT 
_ AT LEAST ONCE EVERY 
TWO MONTHS. i 





| BESIDES THAT, 

HE'S SMART ENOUGH | 
\ TO MANAGE THE KEST | 
ON HIS OWN. 


HECK, 
IS THERE EVEN 
A GUARD CAPABLE OF 
GUARDING HIM? 






















OY) By PAPA! Look! B® 
P\ I'M SeeLvec! 


THAT'S BAD 
| MANNERS. 







f  walt, 
THAT'S IT! 


\ 1 GOT IT! | . 
: \ f _ ajm,rn 






































THE TWIN HORNS 
WILL BE COMING AROUND AFTER 
A DUNGEON EXPEDITION SOON! 
| GOT A LETTER FROM THE ADVENTURERS 
GUILD THAT SAID THEY LL BE BACK IN 
TWO MONTHS! WE CAN HAVE ONE 
OF THEM GO WITH ARTHUR! 











H-HONEY... 


OAR I Wr kD lr Udo 


GAIN (Ui INUIT LUA 
SO SURPRISED THAT 
| HAVE A GOOD IDEA? 
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OH ARTHUR? 
YOU JUST MISSED YOUR FATHER! 

HE'S AT THE AUCTION HOLISE 

RIGHT NOW. 













REALLY? 

BECAUSE TO YOUR 
| MOTHER, IT LOOKS LIKE ELLIE | 
ISN'T THE ONLY ONE, 
THINKING ABOUT 











COULD IT BE 
{ THAT MY DAUGHTER 
\ HAS HER FIRST LITTLE — 






ei i 
hay AE 

















WHAT ARE 
| YOU EVEN SAYING 
MOM!? 


_ a 


HE'S JUST A 
BIG WEIRDO. 








| THOUGHT YOU 
SAID KIDS MY AGE 
COULDN'T BE 
MAGES. 








THAT’S WHY I’M STILL \ 
PATIENTLY WAITING 
TO AWAKEN... 


BUT, AKTHUK... 
ARTHUR IS ALREADY A MAGE 
THAT'S STRONGER THAN 
A LOT OF ADULTS. 


RY. 


ws fat ee 





A at ee 


, . 
ee Peers, oe 
oy tempts Reh ms, fe eR = 85 


5. 


a 
fe 


9 
ih 





af, 






. ist \ 


= 
t 


7 
‘eae 





fe = 
] ie 2 t= 


es a he: 


e 
ie 4 


| WANT TO 
BE MAGE TOO AND 
HA 


MAKE YOU GUYS 


IT’S NOT FAIR... 














| KNOW 
IT’S HARD NOT TO, 
BUT YOU SHOULDN'T 
COMPARE YOURSELF TO 
ARTHUR, LILIA. 


I'M SURE 

YOU KNOW FROM KIDS 
YOUR AGE AT SCHOOL THAT 
_ ARTHUR IS THE ONE THAT'S... 
DIFFEKENT. 
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BRUHDER DIDN'T 
COME SHOPPING WITH 
ELLIE. 











{BUT 
| CAME HERE 
WITH YOU. 





| SEE NOW... 
| GUESS NOW THATS 
YOUR BROTHER IS HERE, 
I'M NOT IMPORTANT TO 
ELLIE ANYMORE... = / 







N-NO! 
LILIA IS LILIA, 
| AND BRUHDER IS 
BRUHDER! 











YOU SAID THAT 
YOU LOVED ME THE BEST, 
BUT NOW THAT YOUR BIG BROTHER 
IS HERE, YOU CAN JUST 
THROW ME AW-- 
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WHY ARE YOU 
GIVING ELLIE SUCH 
A HARD TIME! 

















| WAS JUST 
TEASING HEK BECAUSE 

ALL ELLIE HAS BEEN THINKING 
ABOUT THESE DAYS IS 

ARTHUR. 













REALLY? 

BECAUSE TO YOUR 
| MOTHER, IT LOOKS LIKE ELLIE | 
ISN'T THE ONLY ONE, 
THINKING ABOUT 











COULD IT BE 
{ THAT MY DAUGHTER 
\ HAS HER FIRST LITTLE — 






ei i 
hay AE 

















WHAT ARE 
| YOU EVEN SAYING 
MOM!? 


_ a 


HE'S JUST A 
BIG WEIRDO. 








| THOUGHT YOU 
SAID KIDS MY AGE 
COULDN'T BE 
MAGES. 








THAT’S WHY I’M STILL \ 
PATIENTLY WAITING 
TO AWAKEN... 


BUT, AKTHUK... 
ARTHUR IS ALREADY A MAGE 
THAT'S STRONGER THAN 
A LOT OF ADULTS. 


RY. 
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| WANT TO 
BE MAGE TOO AND 
HA 


MAKE YOU GUYS 


IT’S NOT FAIR... 














| KNOW 
IT’S HARD NOT TO, 
BUT YOU SHOULDN'T 
COMPARE YOURSELF TO 
ARTHUR, LILIA. 


I'M SURE 

YOU KNOW FROM KIDS 
YOUR AGE AT SCHOOL THAT 
_ ARTHUR IS THE ONE THAT'S... 
DIFFEKENT. 




















B-BUT HOW DID - 
HE GET SO 
STRONG? 





DID YOU OR MR. LEWYIN 
TRAIN HIM AND IF YOU DID, 
\ CAN YOU HELP ME TRAIN, 
\ TOO? / 






ASIDE FROM 
THE LITTLE SWORD 


TRAINING THAT MR.LEYWIN 
DID FOR ARTHUR, WE DIDN'T 
ANYTHING. 





NOTHING? 
| GET THAT 
HE’S A VERY GIFTED CHILD, 
BUT AREN’T WE MISSING 
PIECES OF THE STORY 


= ee 


rICAC. 


AH, SORRY 
ABOUT THAT. 
| DON'T MEAN TO 
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IT’S NOTHING, 
I'M GRATEFUL THAT 
YOU GUYS CARE SO MUCH. 
TO TELL YOU THE TRUTH, REY AND | 
BOTH KNOW ARTHUK IS HIDING 
THINGS FROM US. 


THEN WHY DON’T YOU 
ASK HIM ABOUT EVERYTHING? 
LIKE HOW DID HE GET SO STRONG 
WHILE HE WAS AWAY, AND HOW EVEN 
BEFORE THE BANDIT ATTACK, 
HE WAS SO SKILLED WITH 
THE SWORD? 


IF I'M THIS CURIOUS 
I'M SURE YOU AND REY ARE BOTH 
DYING TO KNOW. 





OF COURSE, 

BUT | TRUST THAT 
THERE'S A GOOD REASON 
WHY HE’S NOT TELLING Lis 

EVERYTHING. 


| FIGURED 
GIVING HIM SPACE 
AND SUPPORTING HIM 
UNTIL HES COMFORTABLE 
ENOUGH TO TELL US 
HIMSELF IS WHAT 
IT MEANS TO BE 
A PARENT. 
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INFOKM LORD 
SEBASTIAN THAT 
_ THE MANA BEAST WASN'T 
WITH THEM TODAY. 


A MAGE FROM 
XYRUS ACADEMY HAS BEEN 
PLACED TO GUARD THEM, SO | 
WASN’T ABLE TO TRAIL THEM 
TOO EXTENSIVELY. 





HOWEVER, 
THE BOY WHO IS 
MOST LIKELY THE MASTER 
OF THE MANA BEAST WILL BE 
ATTENDING THE IO-YEAR HELSTEA 
AUCTION HOUSE ANNIVEKSARY 
EVENT. 





THEN | SHALL INFOKM 
LOKD SEBASTIAN THAT THE BEST 
OPPORTUNITY WILL BE AT 
THAT EVENT. 














WHAT SORT 
OF SITUATION IS 
THIS... 























4 Nf W4 WA 7 


| 















AND WHAT 
J SORT OF EIGHT-veAR-OLD VU 
7 BOY GIVES OFF SUCH A STRONG 
2 PRESENCE THAT I'D BE MORE 
NERVOUS THAN WHEN | WAS fe 
WITH THE KING OF SAPIN? 
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THANK YOU FOR 
THE TEA. 


HE’S SO DIFFERENT 
COMPARED TO WHEN 
HE'S WITH HIS FAMILY! 
IS THIS HIS TRUE 
DEMEANOR?! 










O-OF 
COURSE! 













THE REASON FOR 
MY SUDDEN INTRUSION IS 
BECAUSE I'D LIKE TO ASK FOR 
YOU TO RETRIEVE A FEW ITEMS | 
\ FOR ME. 







If you can support 
the 
author please do 








| O-OHF | thank you 3~ 
_ AND WHAT Mi GHT seraaa 
| THOSE ITEMS 





BE? 


A PROTECTIVE CLOAK, | 
PREFERABLY ONE WITH | 
A HOOD, 


A DECENT SWORD 
FOR My SIZE, 


AND A MASK 
CAPABLE OF ALTERING 
MY VOICE. 





THE CLOAK SHOULDN'T 
BE A PROBLEM, BUT WITH 
THE MASK, ONLY AN ARTIFICER 
THAT'S A DEVIANT SOUND MAGE 
WOULD BE ABLE 
TO PROPERLY 
MAKE ONE. 


| CAN 
DEFINITELY TRY 




















WAIT... 
; I'M ALREADY BURIED 

IN WORK FOR ANNIVERSARY EVENT. 
WHY AM | SO EAGER TO PLEASE 
THIS BOY? 








AS FORK 
COMPENSATION, 
WHILE | DON’T HAVE 
MONEY, | DID THINK OF A WAY 
TO REPAY YOU FOR YOUR 


HELP. 





IT’S FINE, IT’S FINE! 
YOUR FATHER HAS BEEN 
A HUGE HELP EVER SINCE 
HE STARTED WORKING 
FORK ME. 


THANKS TO HIM AND THE _ \ 
TRAINING HE'S PROVIDING FOR 
ALL OF OUR GUARDS, 
THEFTS AND FIGHTS 
IN THE AUCTION 
HOUSE HAVE BEEN 
THE LOWEST IT’S 
EVER BEEN! 














STILL, 
ONE OF THE THINGS 
| WANTED TO DO WAS TO HELP 


MY SISTEK HASTEN HER 
AWAKENING WITH 
A METHOD THAT 
| DISCOVERED 
KECENTLY. 





WHILE I’M HELPING ~ 
HER, | CAN HELP 
LILIA AS WELL. 


EXCUSE 
ME? 





| KNOW THAT 
NEITHER YOU NOR YOUR 
WIFE AKE MAGES, 
BUT as 








| BELIEVE | CAN HELP 
YOUR DAUGHTER AWAKEN AS 
A MAGE AND ATTEND 
XYRUS ACADEMY. 
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please read the 
quihor notes at 
the end of the 
page .3~ 


















EVEN AFTER ALL 
- OF THIS TIME, | CAN 
= ONLY USE IT FOR A FEW - 

SECONDS. 
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IT'S NOT 
ENOUGH 
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WHETHER IT’S 
MY PAST LIFE ORK 
THIS LIFE... 


Ht i om al 

allt ~ | I }" Be! ae 7 , re E , 

ma c 7 ra iii, i Mit, A 

= ie & 7a oo Bae aE Est A rae 

f) alee in wes i 
i 


(a ae De 


F 
“i ia fr 7 ” all ai 4 ” ] % 4 
ao = * 2) | UF 
r jp Sy id PR TT at, =) 1 ae 
a Te ai a oO ee 
Vi <= i th i yt e | L il i = 3 ish ne | 
| TT a Ml ia Se my wii ok Vb 

ey (ae ae Gah te 

tila a SE | 1a eae ! 


4 


z=: 
ips Pe | hai ¢* 
wl Js heey) na = 
a | ss 
| if 


—_ 























ea 





Pa vay aie 


ise 





















ea 





Pa vay aie 


ise 










































THIS TIME, 
LL GET STRENGTH 
NOT TO AVENGE, BUT 
TO KEEP THEM SAFE 

















YOU'RE RIGHT, 
LOOKS LIKE THEY'RE 
BACK FKOM THEIR 
EKKANDS. 


GYOOWH ~ 
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WHAT'S THIS ABOUT 
YOU MAKING LILIA A MAGE? 
EVEN AS A HARMLESS 
JOKE, ITS A LITTLE 
INSENSITIVE TO- 





IF THIS SOME KIND 
OF PRANK, ARTHUR. 
| THINK YOU WENT 
A BIT TOO FAR! 


NEVER JOKE ABOUT 
SOMETHING LIKE THIS. 


| PROPOSED A DEAL TO 


MR. HELSTEA AND HE 
ACCEPTED. 








THAT'S RIGHT, 

HE SAID HE’LL SHOW 
US ONCE YOU GUYS GET 
BACK, SO LET'S GO TO 

THE LIVING ROOM! 



















GOOD, NOW | WANT 
YOU TO BREATHE IN 
THE WAY | 
TELL YOU 











| THE FIRST _—\ 
STEP IS TO BREATHE | 
\ IN A SPECIAL WAY. / 


| A-A SPECIAL 
| WAY? 





ELLIE CAN 
BWEATHE 









THIS ISN'T JUST 
ANY BREATHING, 
ELL. 


[ IF YOU CAN DO THIS, 
| YOU'LL BE ABLE TO BECOME 
STRONG LIKE YOUR 

BIG BROTHER! 





S-STRONG?! 









| STRONG 
| LIKE BRUHDER! 





* HOPEFULLY, % 
$ SHE'LL ABLE TO% 
UNDERSTAND MY 
§ INSTRUCTION # 






THE BREATHING 
GOES LIKE 
THIS. 





TAKE A DEEP 
BREATH THROUGH 
YOUR NOSE UNTIL YOU 
CAN’T BREATHE 
ANYMORE 












THEN ONCE 
YOU CAN'T BREATHE 
ANYMORE, YOU OPEN 
YOUR MOUTH AND 
BREATHE IN JUST 
ONCE MORE. 













AFTER, YOU LET 
OUT YOUR BREATH IN SMALL 
BURSTS, ABOUT FIFTEEN 
TIMES. 























NOW DO 
IT AGAIN WITH 
YOUR EYES CLOSED 
UNTIL YOU SEE PRETTY 
\ LIGHTS FLOATING AROUND 
IN THE DARKNESS. 

















PRETTY LIGHTS! 
| SEE 


AWW 
THEY GONE. 











IT’S BECALISE 
YOU STOPPED THE 
SPECIAL BREATHING. 

















| I-| STILL CAN'T 
| SEE THEM! IS THERE 
_ SOMETHING WRONG 
WITH ME? 





NO, IT’S OKAY. 
NEITHEK OF YOUR 
PARENTS ARE MAGES 
| SO | EXPECTED THIS. 








HONEY, CAN YOU 
AT LEAST TELL US 
WHAT IT IS YOL'RE | 
TRYING TO DO? 


M7 





} | KNOW YOU MEAN 

| WELL AND | WON'T QUESTION |\ 

YOUR SKILLS WITH MAGIC, _ 

BUT TEACHING A CHILD TO 
AWAKEN AS A MAGE IS 
UNPRECEDENTED, IT 
SHOULD HAPPEN 
NATURALLY... 














WELL, I'M GOING 
TO HELP THEM DO WHAT | DID 
TO AWAKEN AT THE AGE OF THREE. 
AND THE ONLY REASON | THINK | 
CAN DO THIS IS BECAUSE OF MY 
AFFINITY WITH ALL THE 
ELEMENTS. 





"VE WORKED 

IT OUT IN MY HEAD, 

BUT WE'LL KNOW FOR SURE 
AFTER TRYING. 














= | 7 / 

= TROROEES | / 

= THIS\WORKS AS) WELE 
AS) INTHEORIZED 








ELLIE, LILIA, 

YOUR BODIES MIGHT FEEL 
A LITTLE HOT, BUT KEEP 
BREATHING THE WAY | TOLD 
YOU TO. 





[-| 


SEE THEM! 





















NOW... 
WITH YOUR THOUGHTS, 

TRY GATHERING THE WHITE 
SPECKS TOGETHER. 


a a ee 






THOSE LITTLE 
LIGHTS AKE YOUR 
FRIENDS, AND THEY 


NEED TO BE TOGETHER 
TO BE HAPPY. CAN YOU 
DO THAT FOR ME, 
ELLIE? 











| THINK 
THATS ALL | CAN 
FOR TODAY. 


















| $0, HOW IS IT? 
WILL OUR LILIA BE 
\ ABLE TO BECOME |, 





ITLL TAKE 
A FEW YEARS, 
BUT IF | CAN DO THIS 
WITH THEM FOR THE FIRST 
FEW MONTHS TO GET 
THEM ON THEIR FEET, 





SHOULDN'T HAVE 
A PROBLEM 
BECOMING 
A MA-- 








I'M SORRY FOR 
DOUBTING YOU! 
| THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU. 


BECAUSE OF YOU, 
My BABY WILL HAVE 
SO MANY OPPORTUNITIES 
THAT WE WEREN'T GIVEN BECALISE 
| WE WEREN'T MAGES. 
THANK YOU. 














AFTEK THAT, 
MY LIFE FELL INTO 


A COMFORTABLE 
RHYTHM 





I'D SPEND 
EVERY MORNING 
TRAINING AND THEN HELPING 


MY SISTEK AND LILIA GET CLOSER 
TO AWAKENING. 
































EVEN WITH MY IMPATIENCE 
TO/GET STRONGER, | STILL 
MADE SURE TO SPEND TIME 
WITH EVERYONE, KNOWING THAT 
| WOULDN’T HAVE MANY MORE 
OPPORTUNITIES LIKE THIS IN 
THE FUTURE. 
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2 MONTHS LATER 


a 
ies 


Seevoupe 
















YOU MUST BE 
EXCITED TO SEE 
THE TWIN HORNS TODAY. 
IT’S BEEN A WHILE, 
RIGHT? 








| DON'T THINK 

I'M THE ONLY ONE 
EXCITED TO SEE 

THEM. 

















SYLVIE, | DON’T THINK 
YOU'RE SMALL ENOUGH 
TO KEEP RIDING ON 
MY SHOULDER... 





GYOWRRR 











THEY RE 
HERE! 








OH! 
THANK GODS! 





YOU'VE 
HAD IT SO HARD 
FOR SUCH A 
YOUNG BOY... 











OH MY, 


‘MANNERS! 





SY 1 GOT A LITTLE 


P) \ EMOTIONAL. 










DURDEN. 
YOU'VE GOTTEN 
EVEN BIGGER! 














"1 CAN SAY 
THE SAME 
TO YOU. 










/ [| THOUGHT | 
THE GAME PLAN 

WAS TO PUT ON A 

HAPPY FACE FOR 






THE KID. 


WHAT'S WITH 
ALL THE TEARS? | 



















| AND... IS NO ONE 
| GOING TO COMMENT ON 
| THAT BLACK MANA BEAST | 
\ HANGING BEHIND-- 























YOU CAN 
IGNORE THIS 
FOOL. 
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WE'RE SO GLAD 
TO SEE YOU, ALL 
GROWN UP AND 
EVEN MORE 
HANDSOME. 













SO I'M THE 
BAD GUY FOR NOT ss 
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IT'S NOT MY FAULT 
I'M MATURE ENOUGH TO 
KEEP IT TOGETHER. 















J-JAS...MINE? 











I'M SORRY... 








I'M SORRY. I'M SORRY. 
I'M SORRY. 








I'M SORRY, 
ARTHUR. 












LOOKS LIKE 
WE MISSED OUR 
TIMING. 
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ARE YOU SURE 
YOU DON'T NEED 
CONJUKERS 
INSIDE? 





WE HAVE ANGELA 
AND ANOTHER WIND CONJURER 
ALTERNATING DETECTION BARRIERS 
\ AKOUND THE AUCTION HOUSE AND DURDEN 
MANNING THE MAIN ENTRANCES. 
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ANY MORE THAN 4 


THAT, PEOPLE MIGHT |\ & > 
\ SUSPECT WE'RE PREPARING] 4 u 
FORK A WAR. { : 




















| REALLY AM 

{| GRATEFUL THAT YOUR OLD 

_ PARTY AGKEED TO HELP OUT 
\ WITH SECURITY. 








TELL ME 
ABOUT IT. 


/ WITH THEM HERE, . 
| WAS ABLE TO POSITION SOME 
OF THE OTHEK GUARDS OUTSIDE 

AROUND THE NEXT BLOCK. 









WE'LL ENGAGE ANY 
THREAT OUTSIDE SO THE 
GUESTS WILL BE SAFE AND 
THE AUCTION HOUSE WON'T 
GET DESTROYED. | 







| PYCON | COVE 
TO THAT. 









SPEAKING OF WHICH, 
YOUR SON ACTUALLY 
MENTIONED HE WANTED 
A SWORD BEFORE HE 
KEGISTEKS AS 
AN ADVENTURER. 








YEAH! 
CONSIDERING YOUR 
IN-FIGHTING STYLE WITH 
YOUR GAUNTLETS, | DIDN'T 
EXPECT YOU TO TEACH HIM |, 
SWORD-FIGHTING. | 













WELL... THE ONLY THING 
| DID FOR HIM WAS GET HIM A 
WOODEN STARTER SWORD. 





ASIDE FROM THAT, 
| SINCE HE WAS FOUR, HE | 
_ LEARNED ON HIS OWN. — 





F-FOUR 
YEARS-- 


WHY AM | EVEN 
SURPRISED. 











HONESTLY, HE SAYS HE'S 
SELF-TAUGHT BUT THE FEW 
TIMES WE HAVE SPARKED, 
THERE ARE TIMES WHEN 
HE EMITS THIS... 
PRESSURE. 








PRESSURE? 


LIKE THIS 
SORT OF CALCULATED 
CONFIDENCE THAT HE'S 
FOUGHT BATTLES 
FORK DECADES. 








Reten 
ARTHUR HASN'T 
EVEN LIVED FOR 

ONE DECADE 








DON’T YOU 
THINK YOU'RE 
GIVING HIM A BIT 
TOO MUCH 

CREDIT? == 


...MAYBE 
YOU'RE RIGHT. 


BUT, WHEN WE SPAR, 
THERE ARE TIMES WHEN HE 
| SUDDENLY TRIPS OR MESSES UP, | 
LIKE HE’S NOT USED TO 
HIS OWN BODY. 














| THINK 
| KNOW WHY... 










UH HUH... LET'S 
JUST GO DOWNSTAIRS. 
EVERYONE’S PROBABLY 
WAITING FOR US. 


+ 
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TWO LONG ENOUGH! 
HOW AKE TWO GROWN MEN 
THE LAST TO GET 
READY? 



















WOAH! 
YOU ALL LOOK 
GREAT! 














| JUST FEEL SOKRY 
THAT WE MADE EVERYONE WEAR 
JUST BLACK AND WHITE. 


WE ARE THE HOSTS 
FOR THIS EVENT SO | DIDN'T 
WANT TO STAND OUT OVER THE 
GUESTS, BUT | GUESS WE DIDN'T 
NEED TO MAKE REY'S FAMILY 
MATCH THE DRESS CODE. 

















IT’S NO PROBLEM 
AT ALL! I'D BE UNCOMFORTABLE © 
WEARING BRIGHT COLORS = 






LIKE THIS MAKES ME REALIZE \ 


THAT NO MATTER WHAT 
1 WEAD DIZUT AID/ 













I'M JUST SOME — 


CUTE KID. 






| JUST 
HOPE MY GROWTH SPURT 
COMES SOON... 





‘KAY 
LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN! 
















IF THATS THE CASE, | 
THEN LET'S GET GOING! 

THE CARRIAGES ARE 
WAITING! 












| HEARD THAT 

MY DAUGHTER 
IS PROGRESSING 
WELL. 
















IF SHE CONTINUES 
LIKE THIS, SHE SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO AWAKEN IN TIME 
TO ATTEND XYRUS AT A 
NOKMAL AGE. 





I'M JUST HOLDING 
MY END OF THE DEAL. 
| EXPECT TO SEE SOME 
GREAT STUFF AT YOUR | 

AUCTION HOUSE. 


OF 


COURSE! 
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MAN, 
| CAN'T BELIEVE 

YOU HAD TO GO THROUGH 

ALL OF THAT AFTEK YOU 

FELL DOWN THE 





ALL THINGS CONSIDERED. 


AT LEAST YOU WERE ABLE 
TO FIND A BOND. 


THAT'S SOMETHING 
EVEN SEASONED ADVENTURERS 
AND NOBLES ARE RARELY 
ABLE TO HAVE. 














YEAH, 
THAT'S WHY 
SHE'S SPECIAL 
TO ME. 














LOOKS LIKE 
WE'RE HERE. 


: 
: 
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THE IOTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE HELSTEA AUCTION HOUSE. 


AN EVENT NOBLES AND 
ADVENTURERS ALIKE HAVE BEEN 
EXCITED FOR. 





IT WILL NOT ONLY BE A 
CELEBKATION, BUT ALSO A CHANCE TO 
SEE AND PERHAPS BUY PRICELESS 
ARTIFACTS THAT HAVE BEEN KEPT 
LOCKED AWAY AND GUARDED FOR 
THIS PARTICULAR EVENT. 
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wow! : 
7 SO MANY BEAST F 
cores! | — 


i ai | 7 oy 
i if — 
H . ri 
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Gl /yNJ 4 | THAT ANway? 












THE EXTERIOR 
OF THIS BUILDING 
IS AMAZING BUT 

THE INSIDE_HOLDS-UP 

equrJUSTAAS) WELL! 
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ALL RIGHT, 
EVERYONE! TODAY'S 


A BIG DAY! 


LETS GET 
OUR HEADS TOGETHER 





AND MAKE SURE NO MISTAKES — 
ARE MADE! 















TEAM B, 
MAKE SURE THE SIDE 
CORRIDORS ARE CHECKED EVERY 
HALF HOUR BEFORE CIKCLING 
BACK TO YOUR ORIGINAL 
ROUTE! 














IT’S GOOD TO SEE 
THEM LIKE THIS, 









ESPECIALLY MY 
FATHER. 













A BIG CHANGE 
FROM HOW HE | 
USUALLY IS. | 


WELL, : 
YOUR FATHER 

| WAS A LEADER, 
AFTER ALL. / 










I'VE GROWN SINCE 
| TOOK HIS PLACE 
BUT | STILL CAN'T 
MATCH UP TO HIM. 








ANYWAY, I'LL BE 

| JOINING YOUR FATHER 
NOW. CATCH YOU | 

LATER. 

















LET'S GO INSIDE. 
VINCENT AND YOUR 
FATHER WILL JOIN 
US A LITTLE LATER. 
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OTHE AUCTIONEER HOSTING 
\ Ys: THE EVENT. 


(ALES 








EVEN HAVING BEEN A KING 
AND LIVING AMONGST THE ROYAL 
FAMILY OF ELENOIR KINGDOM, 
THIS IS IMPRESSIVE. 














SO, ARTHUR. 


’ WHAT DO YOU THINK 
OF OUR HELSTEA 
\ AUCTION HOUSE? 
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| THINK YOU'RE 
SERIOUSLY DOWNPLAYING 
THE WORD "HOUSE", HERE. 

















WELL, I’M GLAD 
YOU LIKE IT. 











WAIT ‘TIL YOU SEE 
THE PRIVATE VIEWEING 
KOOMS AT THE 
TOP. 
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WE HAVE 


















SEEING HOW GRAND 
THIS PLACE IS, I'M EXCITED 
TO SEE WHAT SORT OF ITEMS 
THEY'RE GOING TO AUCTION 
OFF TODAY. 
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WE'LL BE EXPECTING 
SOME VERY SPECIAL GUESTS 
LATEK ON, BUT FORK NOW, 
MAKE YOURSELVES 
COMFORTABLE! 
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ELLIE, 
LOOK, ITS 
STARTING! 
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- WHAT ARE YOU 
a a | KIDS UP TO? 
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| HEY ELLIE, 
_ INSTEAD OF COUNTING, | 
_ LET'S PLAY POK POK* | 
INSTEAD! 





AH, 
POK POk! 
Yess! 





hy 


*POK POK= ADVANCED HAND CLAPPING GAME 















LOOKS LIKE 
THEY'RE ALL 
HAVING FUN. 


EXCUSE ME FOR THE INTRUSION, 
| BUT I'D LIKE TO INFORM YOU THAT 
THE VIP GUESTS HAVE ARRIVED 


AND WILL BE HERE SOON. 
































PRESEN 


HIS MAJESTY, 
BLAINE GLAYDER, 


HER MAJESTY, 
aver, / 
ow 









__—_— 
—_ 


AND PRINCESS \ 


euavper! _/ 
GLAYDER! / 





| FELT IT THEN... 

THE SAME AS IN ELENOIR. 

| WAS IN THE PRESENCE 
OF ROYALTY! 











| DIDN'T 
KNOW WE WOULD SHARE 
THIS SPACE WITH GUESTS, 
VINCENT: 


a4 





FORGIVE ME FOR 
BEING PRESUMPTUOUS, 
YOUR MAJESTY! 


| REMEMBERED YOU 
WANTING TO MEET MY FAMILY 
AGAIN THE LAST TIME YOU WERE 
HERE, SO | THOUGHT TODAY WOULD 
BE A GOOD TIME FORK THAT. 






YOU REMEMBER 
MY WIFE, TABITHA AND 
MY DAUGHTER, LILIA. 





WELL, FRIENDS OF VINCENT 
MEAN FRIENDS OF MINE, AS WELL. 
NOW, PLEASE STAND. 


AFTER ALL, WE’RE HERE 
TO CONGRATULATE THE HELSTEAS 
ON THE IOTH ANNIVERSARY OF THIS 
WONDROUS PLACE AND TO 
ENJOY THE EVENT. 





YES, NO NEED 
TO REMAIN SO FORMAL. 
LET US ENJOY 
OURSELVES. 


| FOR ONE AM PLEASED THA 
IT SEEMS WE'LL AT LEAST HAVE 
SOME COMPANY BESIDES 
fyliv? oJIAPD4a 
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BUT MORE 
INTELLIGENT. 
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SHE JUST HATCHED 
SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, 
YOUR MAJESTY. HEK NAME 
IS SYLVIE. 









SAY HELLO 
TO THEM, SYLVIE. 



















AND THIS MANA BEAST 
IS YOUR BOND, YOUNG 


YES, YOUR 
MAJESTY. 


HOW FORTUNATE YOU ARE. 

EVEN INFANT BEASTS ARE NOT EASY \ 

TO TAME, YET SHE SEEMS 
VERY OBEDIENT. - 


















WELL, 
WE'RE ABLE TO 
COMMUNICATE MENTALLY, 
SO ITS MORE LIKE A MUTUAL 
AGREEMENT RATHEK THAN 
OBEDIENCE. 











YOU MEAN TO 
SAY THAT YOU ARE UNDER 
AN EQUALS CONTRACT WITH 











DID | SAY 
SOMETHING 
UNUSUAL? 
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WHO INITIATED THE 


CONTRACT. 
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LET ME TAKE A CLOSER 
LOOK AT YOUR BOND! 





STOP. 





THIS IS NEITHER THE 
TIME NOK PLACE TO 
STUDY SOMEONE'S 
Pel, 


NEED | REMIND 
YOU THAT YOU AKE ON 
DUTY, SEBASTIAN? 





MY APOLOGIES, 





YOUR MAJESTY. 
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ER, THE EVENT MUST BE STARTING! 
PLEASE, YOUR MAJESTIES, HAVE A SEAT 
OVER THERE. 
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or anyone that's able to 


of 


services. 





KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
ON INSTAGRAM! 
@turtleme93 
@fuyuki23 
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QUALITY CONTROL BY 


ASSISTANTS 
STORYBOARD/MUNAZA 
COLORING/PLOWPLO 
3D BACKGROUND /}AMUTAQ 
LINING/SERA SWAT! 
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NOBLES AND ADVENTURERS! 
MAY | SAY THAT IT IS OF THE HIGHEST 
HONOK FOK ME TO BE HERE 
TONIGHT! 


| PRESUME 
ALL OF YOU ESTEEMED 


GUESTS HAVE GATHEKED HEKE 
TODAY FOK ONE REASON AND 
ONE REASON ONLY. 











K THE CHANCE TO OBTAIN 
ONE OF THE RARE AND VALUABLE 
S IN THIS AUCTION! 























BUT BEFORE WE BEGIN, 
IF EVERYONE IN THE AUDIENCE 


1,5] Tl! Lelie TS AsO ek OO TU A CO 
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J THE SOUTH. | 







PLEASE JOIN ME IN 
WELCOMING A FEW EXCEEDINGLY 
IMPORTANT FIGURES WHO HAVE BLESSED 
US WITH THEIR PRESENCE... 





THE VERY KING | 





AND QUEEN OF 
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NEXT BUT CERTAINLY 
NOT LEAST, 


THE MAN 
WHO HAS MADE THIS WHOLE 
EVENT POSSIBLE! 





PLEASE GIVE A BIG 
ROUND OF APPLAUSE 
FOR VINCENT 
HELSTEA! 
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THIS SORT OF 
REMINDS ME OF MY 


Po et 
Pre 










NO. 
I'M NOT A KING 
ANYMORE. 






HELL... 
| HAVEN'T EVEN GONE 
THROUGH PUBERTY YET. 

















Wy 039 CO Was 


SNUCK NL i(efoy oy. ? 
LQOKING® 








i 1 = 
We ‘] 
| 
; oe 


ee 








I'N 











AND THE FACT THAT | 

J CCOILDN'T SENSE HER MANA OE 

MEANS SHE IS EITHER CARRYING FE 

A = ANARTIFACTTOHIDEIT =—o£$kk 
OR... 





























...SHE'S AT 
A LEVEL HIGH ENOUGH 
WHERE | CAN’T SENSE IT. 
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| NEVER REALLY THOUGHT ‘W 
ABOLIT IT BEFORE, BUT IT’S 
INTERESTING HOW | DON’T FEEL 
ANY ATTRACTION TO 
THE QUEEN... 















OR 

ANY OLDER WOMAN 

FOR THAT MATTER, 

: | EVEN THOUGH THEY'RE IN 

“A THE SAME AGE RANGE | WAS 
~ BEFORE | DIED. 
















IT MIGHT BE 
BECAUSE THEY'RE MY 
MOTHER'S AGE... 





ae 


BUT IT’S NOT 
LIKE | FIND YOUNGER GIRLS 





ATTRACTIVE EITHER. 
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a7 WHATEVER. IT’S NOT 

LIKE | HAVE ANY PLANS 

3 ON DATING ANY TIME SOON. 
@ LL THINK ABOUT IT WHEN 
2 I'M OLDER. 2 














A SWORD IS UP 
FOR AUCTION RIGHT NOW. 
TELL ME IF YOU WANT IT 
SO | CAN PUT IN MY 
BID. 






_ AND DON’T WORRY ABOLIT THE PRICE. \ 
PERKS OF BEING THE OWNER OF_  / 
THIS PLACE! / 








THIS SHORTSWORKD WAS 
FORGED BY A MASTEKSMITH WHO 
IS ALSO A FIRE ARTIFICER! 


IMBUED ABOVE THE HANDLE 
IS THE COKE OF A MIGHTY 
THUNDER HAWK! 
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' REINFORCING THIS MASTERFUL SWORD | 
WITH JUST A BIT OF MANA WILL PRODUCE 

CURRENTS OF ELECTRICITY AROUND \S 

THE EDGE OF ITS BLADE 






ENHANCING ITS 
CUTTING POWER 
AND EVEN EXUDING A 
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THE BIDDING WILL 


~~ 
=} START AT FIFTY GOLD! 
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BUT AN AVERAGE FAMILY 
BACK IN MY HOMETOWN OF ASHBER 
COULD LIVE JUST FINE ON A HANDFUL 
OF COPPER COINS A DAY. 












JUST THE OPENING BID 
FORK THIS SWORD COULD PROVIDE 
A MODEST LIVING FOR A FAMILY 

FOR OVER TWO HUNDRED 
FIFTY YEARS. 






















SO? 
IS IT TO YOUR LIKING? 
| KNOW IT’S A LITTLE BIG NOW BUT 
A SWORD WITH AN ELEMENTAL 
ABILITY IS HARD TO COME BY. 


{ IT SOUNDS Like \ 
_ A POWERFUL WEAPON |= 
\ BLT... /% 









" NOT SOMETHING | NEED. © 
I'D PREFER SOMETHING A 
LITTLE LESS UNIQUE. 








YEAH, | THOUGHT SO. 







WHY PLAY WITH A SPARK 
WHEN YOU CAN WIELD LIGHTNING 
ITSELF, RIGHT? 
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ANYWAY, THIS IS JUST \ 
‘THE BEGINNING, AND EVEN IF YOU DON’T 
FIND ANYTHING YOU LIKE... 


| MANAGED 
TO FIND ALL OF THE OTHER 
ITEMS YOU WANTED. 


a OH? 
/ YOU EVEN MANAGED‘ 
TO FIND A VOICE-ALTERING 


MASK? 





WHO DO YOU THINK | AM? 
EVEN THE COAT | GOT YOU 
IS MADE FROM A NIGHTMARE FOX! 
IT HAS THE ABILITY TO OBSCURE 
YOUR PRESENCE FROM 
UNSUSPECTING EYES. 


IT SEEMED LIKE 


Me 2 eae, LL kA dl Oh hlCUA rd hUd)lCUlhl ll es lof 


CSUMIC I FIING (OH WUUMELY 
WANT SO | SNATCHED IT | 
WHILE | COULD. 











THAT'S MORE 
THAN | HAD HOPED 
FOR! 






JUST STAY SAFE. 
I'M THE ONE WHO'LL HAVE TO DEAL 
WITH YOUR FAMILY IF ANYTHING HAPPENS 


TO YOU, YOU KNOW. 





VINCENT. WAS RIGHT. 
THE SWORD WAS ONLY 
THE BEGINNING. 
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THERE WERE MORE 

WEAPONS AND EVEN , 
SEVERAL BEAST, CORES|_- 
RANGING FROM C-CLASS 


<a 


ALL THE WAY TO /§ 


ra Se COHIMSELF BIDONA FEW 
—_ or THEM, WINNING AN A-CLASS | 


— 


BEAST, CORE. 








= RECIPIENT ACTUALLY ABSORBED = 
4 THE CORE THAT THEY WOULD LEARN 
2 WHETHER OR NOT THE CORE 
CONTAINED A BEAST WILL. 
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WHEN IS THE 
INTERMISSION COMING 












WHERE DID SHE FE 
& WANDER OFF TOF F 





DO YOU KNOW 
WHERE SYLVIE IS? 













SHE WAS JUST — 
HERE. 
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COME HERE, 
LITTLE GIRL™ 
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A COUNTRYSIDE 
COMMONER HAS NO PLACE 
FROLICKING AROUND WITH SUCH 
A SPECIAL BEAST. 














I'M SAYING 
THAT... 

































| A MOMENT AGO 
SS 


ane), 


ARTHUR WASN'T 
ABLE TO FIND ANYTHING 
HE LIKED. 


FROM WHAT 
| UNDERSTAND, 
HE JUST WANTED 
A GOOD QUALITY SWORD-- 
NOTHING FANCY OR 
INNATELY POWERFUL. 









IF THAT'S THE CASE, 
I'M SURE HE’LL BE ABLE 
TO FIND SOMETHING IN 
OUR STORAGE. 

















AH, YOUR MAJESTY. 
| HOPE YOLI'RE HAVING 
AN ENJOYABLE 
EVENING. 










I'M NOT SURE HOW 

YOU MANAGED TO SECURE 

AN A-CLASS BEAST CORE 

FROM A SILVER COAT BEAR, 

BUT I'M MOST PLEASED 

WITH MY PURCHASE 
OF IT. 









LET'S JUST HOPE 
THE BEAST WILL IS 
STILL INTACT. 








I'M GLAD THIS 
HUMBLE EVENT WAS WORTH 
THE TROUBLE FOR YOU, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 













THE ONLY THING 
HUMBLE HERE IS YOU! 
THIS EVENT IS-- 





TTHISTHEAVY ALMOST 
PALPABLE BLOODLUST. 
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STORY BY ART BY 
TURTLEME FUYUKI23 


PRESENTED BY 


QUALITY CONTROL BY 


ASSISTANTS 
STORYBOARD. 
COLORING 
3D BACKGROUND. 
LINING /SEF 


EDITORS 


WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED? 





IS ANYTHING 
OKAY HERE?! 





ROOM HAS BEEN SEARCHED. 
WE'RE FINE FOR NOW. CHECK 
THE SURROUNDING AREA! 
















REPORTING, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 


AN INTRUDER 
HAS BEEN APPREHENDED 
BY CAPTAIN LEYWIN, 
JUST NOW. 






OH? 
IS THAT SO? 


» 
WAIT, WHAT? 
JUST LIKE THAT? 






Ol, SEBASTIAN. 
HOW COULD A ROYAL GUARD FALL 
ON HIS ARSE OVER A LITTLE INTIMIDATION 
FROM AN INTRUDER? 











TH-THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SERVICE, GUARDS! 
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WE HAVE HERE, 
THE FINAL ITEM FOR 
TONIGHT’ S EVENT! 











TRADITION DICTATES 
THAT THE BEST ITEM BE 
SAVED FOR LAST, AND | AM 
NOT ONE FOR BELITTLING 
TRADITION. 
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WHO WILL BE THE LUCKY 
INDIVIDUAL FORTUNATE ENOUGH 
TO ACQUIRE THIS TREASURE? 


BEHOLD! 
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FORK THOSE WHO AKE 
IGNORANT OF THIS MAGNIFICENT 
MANA BEAST, AN ADULT WORLD LION 
HAS THE CAPABILITY OF BECOMING A 
POWERFUL B-CLASS MANA BEAST. 





| DARE SAY THAT, 
IF WELL TAKEN CARE OF, 
THIS INFANT WORLD LION 
COULD EVEN BECOME AN 
A-CLASS BEAST! 





THIS BASTARD 
ISN’T EVEN PAYING 
| ATTENTION TO THE OTHER; 
MANA BEAST. 





AND YOU ALL KNOW WHAT 
THAT MEANS--TAKING CARE OF 
AND TREASURING THIS FINE BEAST 
WILL ALLOW ITS MASTER TO BECOME 
A LEGENDARY BEAST TAMER! 


THE BID 
WILL START AT... 
500 GOLD! 
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1000 GOLD COINS! 
FOR THE KING! 





IT SEEMS NO 
ONE WANTS TO BID 
AGAINST THEIK OWN 

KING. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
IN ADVANCE. 










ONE WHITE-GOLD 
TABLET SEEMS MORE 
THAN FAIR. 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONSIDERATION AND 
GENEROSITY. 





/ WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS 
FOR THE NEW ROYAL PET? 

WILL YOU BE TAMING 

IT YOURSELF? 
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AS TEMPTING 
AS IT IS FOR ME TO HAVE 

A BOND, I'M THINKING OF GIVING 

Lib i*ss 















OF COURSE, 
THAT ALL DEPENDS 
ON HOW HE DOES. 





I'LL DO 
MY BEST, 
FATHER! 








DOES THAT MEAN | WON’T 
_ TO HEAR YOU 






a MOTHER! 
YOU SAID YOU WOULDN'T 
TELL FATHER! 









WATCHING THEM 
LIKE THIS, THEY ALMOST 
SEEM LIKE A NORMAL 
FAMILY. 











THE AUCTION IS 
ABOUT TO END. 
WOULD YOU LIKE ME TO 
GATHER THE ITEMS AND 
SEND THEM OVER 
TO YOU? 














NONSENSE! 
AS IF | HAVE THE PATIENCE 
TO WAIT FORK THE ITEMS. 





WELL GO VOWN WIR YOU. 












THEN 
IF YOLI'LL PLEASE 
FOLLOW ME... 




















EXCUSE ME, 
YOUK MAJESTY. | 


| A | WHISPER 
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ENOUGH, SEBASTIAN. 
| UNDERSTAND. 


RTT | i , , TTA, Ake ag 










WHY DO | HAVE 
A BAD FEELING ABOUT 
THIS? 


27 AN ATTENDANT 
|{ SHOULD BE HERE SOON 
\\ WITH YOUR ITEMS, 
7 \. YOUR MAJESTY. 
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ARTHUR, \/ 
COME HEKE... 





HERE IS EVERYTHING 
THAT YOU ASKED FOR 
EXCEPT FOR A SWORD. 


FOR THAT, | THINK IT  \ 


AA LM] pS S66 See ss Ss |, ae lL 


WIIOFTI DO DEI ICN FUR (UH 
TO TAKE A LOOK AKOUND 

= HERE AND SEE IF YOU 
| CAN FIND ANYTHING 





(LL HOLD ONTO THIS 
WHILE YOU LOOK FOR 
A SWORD. 
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THANKS, 
MOM! 


OH? 
ARE YOU PLANNING 
ON TAKING SWORD 
LESSONS? 


MY BOY HAS JUST STARTED LEARNING 
AS WELL. MAYBE WE CAN ARRANGE FOR 
A FRIENDLY SPAK BETWEEN 
YOU TWO ONE DAY. 








YOUR MAJESTY, 
PRINCE CURTIS WOULD ONLY 
BECOME INFECTED WITH BAD HABITS 
IF HE BEGAN SPARRING WITH MERE 
COMMONERS. 


I'M HONORED, 
BUT SWORDS ARE 
MERELY A HOBBY FOK ME, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 


| COULD NEVER 
HOPE TO KEACH 
YOUR SON'S 
LEVEL. 















AH! 
THERE YOU ARE, 
VINCENT! 














HURRY ON OVER! 
THE KING WANTS TO | 
hey MEET YOU. 


My APOLOGIES 
FOR THE INTRUSION, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 





AT EASE. 
| HEARD YOU WERE 
THE ONE WHO CAPTURED 
\. THE INTRUDER EARLIER. 
~ IT SEEMS THAT VINCENT 


HAS GOTTEN HIMSELF QUITE 
THE CAPABLE HAND! 










I'M NOT WORTHY 
OF SUCH PRAISE. 
— | WAS MERELY DOING 
MY DUTY. 












REYNOLDS LEYWIN, RIGHT? 
AND THAT OVER THERE IS 
YOUR SON? 





YES, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 
IS ANYTHING THE | 


YOU SEE, SEBASTIAN HERE HAS BEEN 
A ROYAL GUARD FOR MANY YEARS, 
HELPING OUR FAMILY AN 


UNCOUNTABLE NUMBER 
OF TIMES. 





FOR THE EXEMPLARY 
SERVICES HE HAS PROVIDED ME, 
AND THEREFORE MY COUNTRY, | DO FEEL 
THE NEED TO REWARD HIM AT TIMES. 


AND IT SEEMS 
THAT HE HAS TAKEN QUITE 
A LIKING TO YOUR 
SON'S BOND. 





GIVING A GUARD 
OF THE ROYAL FAMILY 
YOUR SON’S BOND WILL BE A 
SERVICE TO YOUR 
KINGDOM. 











KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
ON ! 












SEBASTIAN HAS TAKEN 
A FANCY TO YOUR 
SON'S BOND. 





















































E-EXCUSE ME? 
YOUR MAJESTY, I-- 








OF COURSE, | AM MORE 
THAN HAPPY TO COMPENSATE YOU 
FOR THE BOND, 


AND HIRING A MAGE TO SEVER 
THE CONTKACT BETWEEN YOUR SON 
AND THE MANA BEAST WILL BE 
DONE AT OUR EXPENSE. 





| MUST APOLOGIZE, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 








NEITHER | NOK MY WIFE 
HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH 
MY SON'S BOND. 


HE ACQUIRED IT 
HIMSELF, SO | CANNOT SPEAK 
ON HIS BEHALF KEGAKDING 
THIS MATTER. 
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Boy! 
DIDN'T YOUR PARENTS 
\ TEACH YOU TO LOWER YOUR GAZE / 
WHEN SPEAKING TO YOUR | 
SUPERIORS?! 





Ler in AUN PRP 


{/  _-/-M SURE YOU'VE JUST HEARD 
| MY CONVERSATION WITH YOLIR FATHER, 
SO | WON'T REPEAT MYSELF. 


HOW ABOUT IT? 

MY KOYAL AKMORY WOULD 
CERTAINLY HAVE A SWORD 
BEFITTING ANY ASPIRING 
YOUNG KNIGHT. 














HE’S STILL 
THE KING OF 
SAPIN. 











THANK YOU, 
YOUR MAJESTY, 
FOR YOUR GRACIOUS 
OFFER, BUT | MUST 
REFUSE. 


EVEN THE 
MOST MAGNIFICENT SWORD | 
COULD NEVER REPLACE 


SYLVIE. 
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SO, HOW ABOLIT IT? 
WHILE YOUR BEAST DOES 
INDEED SEEM UNIQUE, REPTILIAN BEASTS 
RAKELY GROW TO BE AS STRONG 
AS TRUE PREDATORY 
MANA BEASTS. 


MY APOLOGIES, 
YOUR MAJESTY, FOR 
FAILING TO MAKE MYSELF 
CLEAR... 





| NOT 
WISH TO GIVE, 
SELL, OR TRADE 

MY BOND. 
























| HAVE ASKED \ 

YOU TWICE, CHILD, | 
| FOR A FAVOR. 
TWICE. 

















My PATIENCE RUNS THIN. 


, weeae a A wiaw tise lhlCUt Law es CULL? 
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ONE LAST TIME... 








WILL YOU GIVE — Yt 
ME YOUR BOND? =f EN HY 























THEN, PLEASE ALLOW — 
ME TO ASK YOUR MAJESTY | ™ 
A QUESTION AS WELL. 
































HAWOULD 
SMUG SEMRYOUR 








THE 
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YOU HAVE ASKED ME THRICE 
AND I'VE REJECTED ALL THREE TIMES, 
YET IT SEEMS YOUR PRIDE WON'T ALLOW YOU 
TO ACCEPT MY REFUSAL. 


YOU DON'T SEEM 


TO BE AWARE OF THE GRAVITY 

OF WHAT YOU ARE ASKING ME, 

SO | HOPE MY QUESTION WILL 
MAKE IT CLEAR. 








HOW MUCH 
MONEY WOULD YOU 
KEQUIRE IN EXCHANGE 
FOR YOUR SON 
OK DAUGHTER, 


KING GLAYDER? 
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INSOLENT 
PEASANT! 


YOU DAKE 
INSULT THE KING 
AND HIS FAMILY?! 

















HE'S) CONCENTRATING 
ALL OF HIS) MANA INTO 
LIS) SWORD? 


DOES HE 
INTEND TO. CUT 
ME: IN HALES. 





KEEP THE) FLOW 
OF, MANA CALM 
AND EVEN: 


E ANTICIPATE THE ENEMYS = 
E MOVEMENT, AND TAKEICONTROL OF =i 
BS = THE PATHIOFIHIS' STRIKE. _aae 
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Me 





DISRUPT; THE ENEMYS 
BALANCE AND.:.. 





' EXPLODE, USING BOTH = 
YOUR: FOWER AND : 
THE ENEMYS OWN 

MOMENTUM 
AGAINST; HIM: 
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THAI FOOL! 
HE WASNoT EVEN) ABLE 
TO KILL A CHILD?! 













HE WASTED 
THE FERFECT) 
CHANCE! 





EVEN IF I/M\ PUNISHED, 4 
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 MYOWN - 


BS" WHAT THE KING “2a 
E DOESNT REALIZE! IS! THAT, = 
E A BOND CAPABLE OF FORMING 4 
AN! EQUALS! CONTRACT AT SUCH 2 
A YOUNG AGE MEANS IT/LL 
2 EVENTUALLY GROW 3 
: BEYOND A-CLASS! 


| MUST; 
HAVE IT! 
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SPELLS THAT 
NEED AMBIENT MANA 
TO FUEL THEM WON'T 

WOKK. 











STAY BACK! 
YOU THINK YOU'RE A 
MATCH FOR A CONJURER OF 
THE ROYAL FAMILY?! 


IN THIS 
state? ew 
YES. oe Be 











SOMEONE, 
HELP Me! 


WHY IS EVERYONE 
JUST STANDING 
THERE?! 




















NO ONE IS GOING 
TO HEAR YOU, SO ITS 
BEST THAT YOU LISTEN WHILE / 
YOU'RE STILL ABLE TO. | 





Y-YOU CAN'T DO THIS! 
I'M THE PERSONAL CONJURER 
OF THE KING HIMSELF! | 


























US CREATORS 


FEP UP WITH 
D on | 

















WHAT? 
WHERE DID 
HE--? 


HOW ARE YOU 
THERE? 
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YOU DOING?! 
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GRODWILL, 
FIND AN EMITTER NOW! 


YES YOUR 
MAJESTY! 
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HOW.DID 
| GET BACK TO 
MY ROOM? 








THANKS TO SYLVIA, | WAS ABLE TO USE 
STATIC VOID ONCE | HAD UNLOCKED 
THE “ACQUIRE® PHASE OF HER 
DRAGON WILL. 





WITH IT, | WAS 
ABLE TO TEMPORARILY 
SEPARATE MYSELF FROM 
THE FLOW OF TIME, 





A GAME-CHANGING 
ABILITY THAT WAS ONLY AVAILABLE 
TO ME BECAUSE | AM 
A LEGACY TAMER. 





BUT IT CAME AT A COST. 
DESPITE MY YEARS OF TRAINING, 
| WAS ONLY ABLE TO USE 
THIS ABILITY FOR A FEW 
SECONDS WITHOUT 
FEELING THE HARSH 
BACKLASH. 













| WENT 
{ over My 
rma TIME LIMIT... 




























_...AND IT 
WAS MY |FIRST TIME 

USING STATIC VOID ON 
ANOTHER PERSON 
AS WELL. 


















ALL THINGS 
CONSIDERED, | GUESS 
| WAS LUCKY THAT THINGS 
ONLY ENDED WITH 
ME FALLING 
LINCONSCIOUS: 











OKAY, OKAY, 
SYLVIE. 


I'M OPENING 
THE DOOR. 








/ BU! IM SUKE 
THE DOCTOR SAID... 








A-ARTHUR... 
YOU'RE AWAKE! 





THE DOCTOR SAID 
YOU MOST LIKELY 
FELL UNCONSIOUS FROM 
SHOCK AND THAT YOL'D 
WAKE UP SOON. 












THOUGH I'D HAVE TO SAY, 
THE DOCTOR'S USE OF THE WORD 


SOON WAS KATHEK OFF. 11 S BEEN 
ALMOST EIGHT HOUKS. 
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IS SOMETHING 
WRONG? YOU LOOK 


LIKE YOLI'RE IN 
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IT’S NOTHING. 
BUT MOM, WHAT 
HAPPENED AFTER 

| PASSED OUT? 


/ 





NO ONE WAS 
IN THEIK RIGHT STATE 
OF MIND, ESPECIALLY THE KIDS 
SO THE KING AND HIS 
FAMILY EXCUSED 
THEMSELVES 
FIRST. 











YOUR FATHER IS 
DOWNSTAIRS IN 
THE LIVING ROOM WITH 
THE KING'S REPRESENTATIVE, 
DISCUSSING WHAT 
HAPPENED. 









THEN I’LL 
GO SEE HOW 
HE’S DOING 
\. DOWNSTAIRS. / 







| THINK I'LL CHECK LP * 
ON ELLIE AND SLEEP 
\ WITH HER TONIGHT, | 
mm JUST IN CASE. 4 








I'M FINE NOW, 
MOM, SO PLEASE 


GET SOME REST. 





















ARTHUR! 
YOU'RE AWAKE! 
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YUP. 
GOOD AS 
NEW. 





WHAT'S 
GOING ON 
HERE? 


fe 
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THE KING’S REPRESENTATIVE 
JUST TOSSED A FEW GOLD COINS AS 
A ‘TOKEN OF APOLOGY’ FROM THE KING 
FOR WHAT HE SAID WAS A 
‘SMALL’ INCIDENT. 













AH, YOU 
MUST BE ARTHUR 
LEYWIN. 









1 AM 
JASPER COGWRIGHT, 
HERE ON BEHALF OF HIS 
MAJESTY TO EXTEND MY 
UTMOST CONDOLENCES 
FOK WHAT HAPPENED 
TODAY. 
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THE MODEST VICTIM, 
ARTHUR. 


el in 11 
— —s- : 









THANK YOU 
FOR COMING ALL THIS WAY, 
MR. COGWRIGHT. 


HOW 
WELL-MANNERED. 


I'VE TOLD YOUR FATHER 
MOST OF WHAT HAPPENED, 


BUT | ALSO WANTED TO INFORM YOU TWO 
THAT BOTH GUARDS WHO ATTACKED YOU 
HAVE BEEN RELIEVED OF 
THEIR POSITIONS. 





SO LET ME 
GET THIS 
STRAIGHT. 


FORK ALMOST 
KILLING MY SON, 


rien Lek le AAP ee Ue ee AA 


ee ea ee 

A SLAP ON THE WRIST 
AND WAVES THEM 

GOODBYE? 













IT WOULD 
, DO YOU WELL 
TO NOTE THAT IT WAS 
YOUR SON THAT SPOKE 
OUT OF TURN IN 
FRONT OF HIS 
MAJESTY. | 












IT’S ALL RIGHT, 
FATHER. MR. COGWRIGHT 
ISN'T WRONG. 


| WAS OUT OF LINE 
AS WELL. 













BESIDES, I'M NOT HURT. 
LET'S JUST END THIS 
MATTER. 


SPEAKING OF 
HURT, THOUGH... 


MR. COGWRIGHT, 
IF | MAY ASK, WHAT 
HAPPENED TO THAT 
CONJURER? THE ONE 
WHOSE KNEE GOT 
Pg BROKEN? ww 


_— 





SEBASTIAN HAS BEEN 
STRIPPED OF HIS POSITION 
AND THE INJURY HE SUSTAINED 
IS CURRENTLY BEING 





















































































WERE THEY 
ABLE TO ASSESS | 
WHAT EXACTLY HAPPENED | 
TO HIS LEG? 
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WHAT?! 
HOW DOES THAT 
EVEN MAKE 
SENSE?! 
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PLEASE, 
MR. LEYWIN, LET 
ME FINISH. 





WHILE THAT IS 
| WHAT SEBASTIAN SAID, 

/ JUDGING BY THE LINGERING MANA ° 
ON HIS STAFF, WE BELIEVE THAT 
THE MANA RELEASED FROM 
THE FIRST KNIGHT WHO HAD 
ACTED OUT RICOCHETED AND 
INTEREFERED WITH 

_ SEBASTIAN'S SPELL. _/ 
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SERIOUSLY? "i 
—s0-THIS-WHOLE——¥ 
“4 THING IS JUST GOING 

SA TO END LIKE THAT? £ 
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YOU'RE THE ONE 
THAT ALMOST DIED, 
ARTHUR. 





AND BESIDES, 
YOU'RE GOING TO NEED 
SOME MONEY WHEN 
YOU START OFF AS 
AN ADVENTURER. 













NOW GO BACK 
TO SLEEP AND GET 
SOME KEST. 


| APPRECIATE IT. 
THANKS, DAD. 
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THANIKELI | Y THE SITUATION WITH 


_ SEBASTIAN HAD MANAGED TO — 


BLOW OVER WITHOUT 
ANY PROBLEMS. 













BUT IT MADE ME ALL 
TOO CONSCIOUS OF THE FACT 
THAT IN THIS WORLD, | WAS 
STILL ONLY A KID. 











BUT ITLL BE 
DIFFERENT WHEN I'M 
AN ADVENTURER... 





WITH THIS... 
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WHO'S IT 
GOING TO BE? 


UNFORTUNATELY, 
(LL HAVE TO PASS 


ON THIS. 





BABYSITTING 
ISN’T REALLY MY FORTE, 
AND WITH MY PERSONALITY, 
YOUR SON MIGHT ACTUALLY 
KILL ME IN MY SLEEP 
ONE DAY. 






















| WAS ACTUALLY 

HOPING DURDEN OR HELEN 
WOULD ACCOMPANY 

ARTHUR. 


















HONESTLY, WE CAN'T 
OFFER MUCH, BUT ALICE 
AND | ARE MORE THAN WILLING 
TO COMPENSATE YOU IN 
WHATEVER WAY WE CAN 
IF YOU DO THIS 
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DON’T TALK 
LIKE THAT, REY. 


WE'RE ALL FAMILY HERE. 
I'D LOVE TO ACCOMPANY ARTHUR 
AND WATCH HIM GROW. 





DURDEN’S RIGHT. 
YOU SHOULD KNOW 
BY NOW THAT WE WOULDN'T 
DO THIS FOR THE MONEY. 


BESIDES, WE MANAGED 


TO GET QUITE A BIT OF 
TREASUKE FKOM OUR LAST 
DUNGEON RAID. 





| VOLUNTEER. 


al 
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JASMINE? 
BUT YOU HATE 
ESCORTING MISSIONS, 
EVEN MOKE THAN 

ADAM. 










IT’S FINE... 
SINCE IT’S 
ARTHUR. 




















LOGICALLY SPEAKING, 
JASMINE IS THE MOST SUITABLE 
PERSON TO PROTECT ARTHUR. 


DURDEN SPECIALIZES 
MOSTLY IN DEFENSIVE 
AREA-OF-EFFECT SPELLS 
FOR LARGER PARTIES. 








AND PROTECTION 
ISN'T REALLY MY STRONG 
SUIT EITHER. 





















































JASMINE, ARE YOU 
SURE YOU'RE FINE 
DOING THIS? 




















JUST LET 
HEK GO. 















SHE'S THE ONLY AUGMENTER 
AMONG US WITH AN ELEMENTAL 
AFFINITY. SHE JUST BROKE PAST THE LIGHT 
ORANGE STAGE LAST YEAR AND WITH HER 
WIND-ATTRIBUTE, SHE PROBABLY IS 
THE BEST SUITED. 


| AGREE... 
ALTHOUGH IT’S A PITY. 
| WOULD'VE LIKED TO ACCOMPANY 
ARTHUR BUT IT DOESN'T MAKE SENSE 
FOK MORE THAN ONE OF US 
TO GO. 




























MAYBE NEXT TIME, 
DURDEN. 


THANKS, 
REY. 


LOOKS LIKE 
/LL BE IN YOUR 
CARE. 









































LILY!! 
NO FAIR TRAINING 
WITHOUT Me! 













IS ABLE TO MEDITATE ON 
HER OWN A BIT, EVEN 
WITHOUT ME IMBUING 


ra z_~_~_ =: ——— CO tCS 












MANA INIC HE. gy 


"ope ELLIE SHOULD BE ABLE “me 

= TO AWAKEN AT AGE 7 OR 8 

F 6 IF SHE ACTUALLYHAS Ss ¥ 
THE PATIENCE TO 














F MAYBE IT’S FOR = 
3 THE BETTER THAT SHE DOESN'T 4% 
@ AWAKEN TOO EARLY. | DON’T LIKE 7 
2% ~—sCTHE IDEA OF ALL OF THAT 
ATTENTION ON HER. 


» OL Wer 


OH YEAH. 
DAD, CAN WE GO TO 
THE AUCTION HOUSE REAL QUICK? 
| WANTED TO PICK OUT A SWORD 
\ SINCE | COULDN'T THE LAST TIME 
WE WEKE THEKE. 

















DON'T STAY 
TOO LONG. 


I'M GOING TO START 
PREPARING DINNER 
RIGHT NOW. 
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LILIA’S FATHER AND MOTHER 
HAD BEEN WORKING AT THE AUCTION 
HOUSE AND WERE WAITING 
FOR US. 
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IT WAS THE FIRST TIME | HAD SEEN 
EITHER OF THEM SINCE THE INCIDENT, 
AND | WAS FACED WITH A LONG STRING 


OF QUESTIONS FROM THEM 
REGARDING MY HEALTH. 








| DID MY BEST TO REASSURE THEM 
THAT | WAS FINE AND THAT | WAS HAPPY 
IT WAS ALL OVER, BUT THEY WERE LESS 
THAN PLEASED BY THE KING’S BEHAVIOR 


REGARDING THIS INCIDENT. 





BAH! | BET THOSE TWO GUARDS 
GETTING FIRED IS JUST A 
TEMPORARY MEASURE UNTIL 
THINGS COOL DOWN. 


IT WON'T BE LONG 
BEFORE THEY HAVE THEIR 
POSITIONS BACK! 











WE CAME HERE 
BECAUSE | NEEDED 
TO FIND A SWORD BEFORE 
| TAKE MY APPLICATION TEST 
AT THE ADVENTURERS 
falLII|.D. 











AH! OF COURSE! 
| ALMOST FORGOT! 








IT MIGHT TAKE SOME TIME FOR YOU 
TO FIND SOMETHING YOU LIKE 


DIIT Wal foc ceccoc TAH PIs 
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AROUND! 
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THIS IS 


IMPOSSIBLE. Hay 





SO MANY DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF SWORDS BUT NOTHING ; 
THAT | WANT. 


NOM IY ig 


NOT IT, 
EITHER. 





IT MUST BE BECAUSE OF 
HOW MANY WARRIORS IN THIS 
WORLD ARE AUGMENTERS, BUT THERE 
ARE SO MANY MORE TWO-HANDED 
SWORDS OR LARGE ONE-HANDED 
ONES. a 















MY SEAKCH FOR A DEPENDABLE 
SWORD THAT | COULD USE WITH THIS 
SMALLER BODY BORE LITTLE FRUIT. 
















| WAS TEMPTED TO 

GIVE UP AND PERHAPS FIND 
A MORE UNIQUE WEAPON 

IN THE MEANTIME. 
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DID YOU FIND 
SOMETHING? 




















A STICK? 
NOT QUITE WHAT 
| WAS LOOKING FOR, 
SYLV. 














OKAY, OKAY. 
| DON’T KNOW WHAT YOU 
WANT ME TO DO WITH 
A STICK THO-- 


| IT’S HEAVY. 





THIS IS 
A SWORD! 








DO | NEED 
TO IMBUE IT 
WITH MANA IN ORDER 
TO USE ITF 
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alt | ! | 


| CONTINUED TO 
TEST MY THEORY BY UTILIZING 


ALL OF THE ELEMENTS AT 
MY DISPOSAL BUT 
THE SWORD REMAINED 
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NO. WAY... 
IT; CANT; BE. 
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TEAL BLADE, | COULDN'T HELP 
BUT, THINK... 
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HOW BEAUTIFUL 
THIS WEAPON WAS. | 
TOO MUCH SO TO BE 
CONSIDERED A 





E 


RIGHT NOW. 


HEAVY FOR ME TO 
PROPERLY US 
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"DAWN'S 
BALLAD 
W.K. IV." 








BUT WHY DID 
IT SUDDENLY... 





WHAT IS 
GOING ON? 












THE WEIGHT 
= ANDBALANCE =@ 
— CHANGED? = 
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F NOT ONLY THAT, 
| ATHE|HANDLEVANDILENGTH © 
= OF THE BLADE HAS’ SHORTENED 
= ABITIN ORDER TO BEST 
ACCOMMODATE THIS 
BODY. 
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= WITH ACCESS TO THE FINEST = 
| WEAPONS) | HAD HELD PRICELESS — 
SWORDS IN MY. HANDS FOR/DOZENS — 
OF YEARS) YET | HAVE'NEVER' FELT — 
ONE THAT: MATCHED SO = 
x PERFECTLY WITHME 
co THAN NOW. — 


a | 


























WHILE EXTREMELY KARE, THERE HAVE 
BEEN CASES WHERE MASTER ARTIFICERS 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO CREATE STAFFS 
AND WANDS THAT HAVE THE ABILITY 
TO BOND WITH A SINGLE USER. 





THE WEAPON WOULD BASICALLY 
CALIBRATE ITSELF, ALLOWING BETTER 


MANIPULATION OF MANA BETWEEN 
WEAPON AND MASTER. 


BUT I'D NEVER 
READ OF ANY CASES 
WHERE A SWORD HAD 
THE ABILITY TO BIND 

ITSELF TO A USER. 





W.K. IV 
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--RTHUR! 

















COME ON! 
IT’S GETTING 
LATE! 
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YEAH YEAH, 
YOU WERE RIGHT, 












SO YOU WERE 
ABLE TO FIND SOMETHING | 
YOU LIKED! 
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IT’S NOT AS FANCY AS SOME 
OF THE OTHER SWORDS HERE 
\ BUT IT GREW ON ME AFTER 

\ | TOOK A FEW SWINGS. , 





—— a a —SSEeeeEEE— — { 
ry 7 
= ts, 


1 SN \\ \\S | | 











IT HAS BEEN 
PUT UP FOR AUCTION 
IN ONE OF THE SMALLER 
STALLS A FEW TIMES 
BUT NO ONE BIT. 









IS THAT ~ 
so? 

















| CAN TELL THE WEIGHT 
WAS TRYING TO MAKE 
TI 1 | (ALT 


DISTRIBUTION IS A BIT OFF 
BECAUSE THE CREATOR 











WHAT DO YOU 
THINK, REY? 
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BUT... 





FOR ARTHUR'S SIZE, 
THOUGH, | THINK IT'D BE 
A GOOD FIT. 

















WHAT'S THAT STICK 
YOU GOT THERE? 








= PLAY IT COOL, ARTHUR. 
= _ BE NONCHALANT. 
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| TRIPPED OVER 


THIS ON THE WAY 
BACK HERE. 


IT’S PRETTY \ 
STURDY AND HEAVY 
SO | THOUGHT IT'D BE 
A GOOD PRACTICE / 


TOOL. 





/ HMM, | DON'T 
KEMEMBER SEEING THIS 
\ BEFORE. MAY | SEE? 
eS 
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HMMM... JAMESON, 
{ DO YOU HAVE ANY RECORDS OF 
A CANE LIKE THIS? 
















AH! 
| REMEMBER 
\ THAT STICK. 










ONE OF OUR MERCHANTS 
/ TOLD ME A RATHER PECULIAR \ 

STORY ABOUT SOME SENILE OLD MAN 
WHO JUST THREW THIS AT HIM, 
MUMBLING ABOUT NO ONE 
BEING WORTHY. 


WE'VE HAD MULTIPLE 
INSPECTORS CHECK IT OUT JUST 
IN CASE AND... WELL, SIK, IT JUST APPEARS , 
TO BE A STURDY, HARD CANE, 
BUT IT IS A BIT ODD. 


PERHAPS WE CAN FIND 
A HIGHER TIER ARTIFICER 
TO CHECK IT OUT? , 


Bet wb 
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I'M SORRY IF IT'S 
SOMETHING VALUABLE. 
\ | JUST THOUGHT ITD BE , 
NICE TO HAVE... 













OH, NOTHING TO BE SOKRY 
ABOUT AT ALL! IT’S JUST 
BEEN GATHERING DUST 
HERE SO WHY DON’T 
YOU JUST TAKE IT! 






THANKS, UNCLE 
VINCENT! 


SUCCESS! 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
ARTHUR! 








THANK YOU ALL 
FOR BEARING WITH ME 
FOR ANOTHER YEAR. 
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NOW, NOW, ALICE. 
NO REMINISCING UNTIL 
AFTER OUR LITTLE 
CELEBRATION. 
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THIS ISN'T A MUSEUM. 
GET YOUR HANDS IN THERE 
AND LET'S EAT! 
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REMEMBER THE TIME 
THE BACK OF YOUR 
PANTS CAUGHT ON FIRE AND 
YOU HAD TO GO BACK INTO TOWN 

COVERING YOUR OWN 
BARE ASS? 











OH COME ON, 
MAN... 


ADAM... 





YOU SEEM TO HAVE 
FORGOTTEN THE TIME 
A HORNED MOLE SNUCK UP RIGHT 
UNDER YOU WHILE YOU WERE 
RELIEVING YOURSELF IN 
A DUNGEON. 





AS | RECALL, 
YOU GOT SO SCAKED, 
YOU LANDED FLAT ON YOUR BACK, 
PISSING ON YOURSELF LIKE 
A FOUNTAIN. 









\\ 


¥-Y-YOU! 
| THOUGHT --- 





| THOUGHT E-EVERYONE 
WAS ASLEEP! 























Now THAT We’VE 
FINISHED DINNER AND 

_ ADAM HAS BEEN THOROUGHLY 
, HUMILIATED, 






LET'S MOVE 
. ON TO PRESENTS. | 









HAPPY BIRTHDAY AGAIN, SON. 
THIS IS FROM YOUR 
MOTHER AND I. 


AND ELLIE 
TOO!! 


DO YOU WANT 
| TO OPEN IT TOGETHER, | 
\ ELLIE? ] 








' THE LEATHER IS FROM A SPIKED AUROCHS _' 
YOUR FATHER HUNTED AND SKINNED HIMSELF. 

\ | IMBUED A MINOR HEALING SPELL INTO EACH | / 

OF THOSE THREE GEMS. 






EACH GEM ONLY 
CARRIES A SINGLE-USE SPELL, 
BUT | FIGURED ITD BE A GOOD IDEA 
- TO HAVE SOME SAFETY MEASURES | 
\ WHEN YOU GO OUT ON MISSIONS. / 














| LOVE IT! 
THANK YOU! 








AHEM! 
NEXT IS US. 


ARTHUR... 













HONEY! 
STOP TEASING 
THE Boy! 
















{ALL RIGHT, 
ALL RIGHT! 





| NOBODY AROUND \ 
| HERE APPRECIATES A LITTLE 
SHOWMANSHIP! 





ANYWAY... 


ARTHUR, 
THIS ONE IS 
FOR YOU... 


WHILE THIS ONE 
IS FORK YOU, ALICE. 





qe pales We 
J ey BOCER 
Pele vs Genexv® 








AS LONG AS ARTHUR WEARS 
HIS RING, ALICE, THE GEM ON 
THE RING YOU HAVE WILL LIGHT UP IF 
ARTHUR'S MANA LEVELS DROP DOWN 
TO A DANGEROUS LEVEL. 


















UNFORTUNATELY, 
THE RINGS CAN'T DO 
MUCH MORE THAN THAT, 
BUT WE THOUGHT IT WOULD 
BRING YOU SOME 
OF PEACE OF-- 












OH, 
THANK YOU! 










ALL OF YOU! 
THANK YOU 
SO MUCH. 











fe eh 












Vy 7 THIS) RING SEEMS MORE |—“% 

Ey 2 LIKE-A!DOUBLE“EDGED! SWORD =e 
ON THE ONE HAND, IT COULD FREER 
MY FAMILY FROM CONSTANTLY FE 
WORRYING ABOUT ME. 2 





BUT IT COULD 
ALSO KEEP HER 
CONSTANTLY TENSE, FE 
WAITING FOR THE RING FF 
TOGOOFF. £ 









WELL, HOW ARE WE 
GOING TO BEAT THAT, 
GUYS? 


BECAUSE YOUR SON 
IS SO FREAKISHLY STRONG 
ALREADY, 


WE ACTUALLY THOUGHT 
ALONG THE SAME LINES AS 
THE HELSTEA FAMILY. 








SINCE THE LITTLE MONSTER 
DOESN'T NEED ANYTHING, 

WE THOUGHT THAT THE WHOLE FAMILY , 

WOULD APPRECIATE THIS! 




















THOSE ARE SOUND 
TRANSMISSION SCROLLS. | 
(M NOT GOING TO ELABORATE | 
ON HOW EXPENSIVE 
THEY WERE, 


Q 








BECAUSE 
THEY WERE EXTREMELY 





ANYWAY, WITH THIS, 

YOU NOW HAVE A ONE-TIME SOURCE 
OF COMMUNICATION THAT | THINK 
PAIRS QUITE NICELY WITH 
YOUR NEW RINGS. 
















JUST INFUSE MANA INTO. 
THE SCROLL, ARTHUR, AND 
. RECORD A MESSAGE. 





ONCE MAMA LEYWIN 


GETS THE MESSAGE, SHE 
CAN REPLY ONCE, 










AND AFTER CONFIRMING 

THAT MESSAGE HAS BEEN RELAYED 

BACK TO ARTHUR, THE TWO 
SCROLLS WILL TURN 

INTO ASHES. 












| SHOWMANSHIP, 
SLICH WOW. 






TOMORROW IS 
THE BIG DAY, SON. 
ARE YOU EXCITED? 













PROMISE TO BE SAFE. 
IT DOESN'T MATTER WHAT RANK 
YOU BECOME OR HOW RICH YOU'RE 
ABLE TO GET... 











JUST... 


OTAYVY CACC 


ee | 











OF COURSE, MOM, DAD. 


AND I'LL COME BACK HOME EVERY 
CHANCE | GET. 

















'D FELT IT FORA 
WHILE NOW, BUT AS | DRIFTED 
TO SLEEP, | REALLY 
KNEW IT. 

















| HAD A FAMILY NOW. 
| HAD PEOPLE WHO LOVED 
ME. IT WAS A FEELING 
| NEVER WANTED TO 
GIVE UP. 
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'D TREASURE IT, 


Hl FOK Ii IF | HAY IO.. 
AND FOR THAT, | NEEDED TO 
BETTER MYSELF. 





MORE SO EVEN THAN 
WHEN | HAD BEEN A KING. 





US CREATORS 
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SHOULDN'T YOU BE 
USED TO THIS 





SATS ase es infenn iia 




















OHO, 
USING MANA NOW, 
ARE WE? 





THAT'S IT! 
YOU ASKED 
PES Uses 








ff 
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SS 
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KYULUUUU! 


















































LOOK AT YOU, 
ALKEADY LOOKING LIKE AN 
S-CLASS ADVENTURER. 








| KNOW YOU'RE STRONG, ARTHUR, 
BUT DON'T GET COCKY, AND 
KNOW YOUR LIMITS. 


AND WHEN THINGS GET 
KOUGH OUT THERE, TRUST 
IN JASMINE. 
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A-ARE YOU 
AND SYLVIE REALLY 
LEAVING? 








T YOU... 
STAY? 


CAN’ 











‘ (\ 




















HONEY, 
SYLVIE AND YOUR 
BROTHER WILL BE BACK 
BEFORE YOU KNOW IT! 






No! 
| WANT THEM 
STAY HERE! 





| KNOW YOLI'RE A BIG 
GIRL NOW. 








| HAVE AN 
IMPORTANT JOB 
; FORK YOU, ELLIE... 


CAN YOU PROTECT MOM 
AND DAD WHILE WE’RE GONE 
FOR A BIT, ELLIE? 




















I'VE BEEN PRACTICING 
A LOT! | GOT LOTS OF LITTLE LIGHTS 
TOGETHER NOW! c) 


| CAN PROTECT 
THEM! 











| oe 
2° | HAD MISSED O° 'e 
.SOMUCH OF ‘MY SISTER'S LIFE, 
% AND | KNOW MY SHORT TIME HERE 
WASN’T ENOLIGH. 


C 


O. o 

~ “BUT IN ORDER TO 

PROTECT ALL OF THEM, y 
STHIS WAS A STEP 


- | NEEDED TO TAKES? i U 











OH, DON'T LOOK 


AT ME WITH THAT FACE. 
(LL BE FINE. 






WE'LL ALL 
BE FINE. 


'T BE 


DON 





NAUGHTY, 





SYLV! 





NOW. 

OFF YOU GO! 
AND DON'T FORGET 
TO KEEP YOUR 
RING ON. 








ARTHUR... 













WE'LL ALWAYS 
BE KOOTING FOR 
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YOUR BOND 
LOOKS... 
DIFFERENT. 





| FOUND OUT 
RECENTLY THAT 
SHE'S ABLE TO ALTER 
HER FORM SLIGHTLY. 
THIS WAY, SHE LOOKS JUST 
LIKE A BLACK LIZARD, 
LESS CONSPICIOUS. 



















WELCOME 
TO THE XYRUS ADVENTURER’S 
GUILD HALL. 





HOW MAY | 
HELP YOU? 
















| WOULD LIKE 
TO SPONSOR HIM FOR 
A RANK EXAMINATION. 









TO SPONS--OHH, 
OF COURSE, 
OF COURSE. 








PLEASE, 
FOLLOW ME. 








WE HAVE A FEW 
TAKING EXAMINATIONS TODAY 
BUT ON ACCOUNT OF HAVING A SPONSOR, 
WE'LL BUMP YOU CLOSER TO THE FRONT 
OF THE QUELIE SO YOU WON'T 
HAVE TO WAIT 
AS LONG. 








RIGHT THIS 
WAY 















COME IN. 


A-CLASS 
ADVENTURER 
JASMINE FLAMESWORTH 
HAS REQUESTED THIS... 


..CENTLEMAN TO 
BE TAKEN IN FOR 
A RANK EXAMINATION. 





YES, I'M QUITE FAMILIAR 
WITH MISS FLAMESWORTH. 
YOU MAY WAIT OUTSIDE, MARY. 








MISS FLAMESWORTH, 
HOW ARE YOU THESE DAYS? 
| MET WITH YOUR FATHER 

NOT TOO LONG AGO. 

























IT IS A PLEASURE 
TO MEET YOU. MY NAME 

IS KASPIAN BLADEHEART, AND 
| AM IN CHARGE OF THIS 

BRANCH. 








USUALLY, THERE WOULD 
BE AN APPLICATION THAT 
TO BE FILLED ALONG WITH 
AN INSPECTION OF YOUR 

MANA CORE BEFORE A SERIES 

OF PRACTICAL EXAMS. 















BUT SINCE IT IS 
MISS FLAMESWORTH HERE 
SPONSORING YOU, | WILL 
WAIVE THOSE STEPS. 








FLAMESWORTH, HUH... 
IS JASMINE’S FAMILY 
THAT SPECIAL? 


THE ONLY THING REMAINING 
IS FOR YOU TO DO A MOCK DUEL 
AGAINST ONE OF OUR 
EXAMINERS. 








JUDGING BY YOUR WEAPONS... 


YOU'RE EITHER A 
FIGHTER OR AUGMENTER, 
YES? 








NAMES AREN'T MANDATORY 
TO BECOME A REGISTERED ADVENTURER, 
BUT SEEING THAT YOU HAVE A 
CLOSE KELATIONSHIP WITH 
MISS FLAMESWORTH, 








IS THERE A WAY 


| CAN ADDRESS YOU BY? 
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| GO BY “NOTE.” 











IS STRONG. 














VERY WELL, NOTE. 
IT WAS A PLEASURE MEETING YOU. 
MARY WILL SHOW YOU TO 

THE EXAMINATION HALL. 








RIGHT THIS WAY. 
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fa Wee KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
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= THE FLAMESWORTH HOUSE 
= WAS MENTIONED WITH A FAIK DEGREE 
OF RESPECT. 


© | WONDER IF THAT WAS 
WHY SHE WANTED TO 
ACCOMPANY ME? 





BUT SHE SEEMED 


= PRETTY UPSET AT THE MENTION 
= OF HER FATHER BACK THEN, = 
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RIGHT THIS WAY, 
MR. NOTE, MISS FLAMESWORTH. 





THIS ROUTE TAKES YOU 
DIRECTLY TO THE BASE LEVEL 
WHERE THE TESTING OCCURS. 














PLEASE BE MINDFUL 
AND HEAD DIRECTLY UP THE STAIRS 

AND REMAIN SEATED UNTIL YOUR 
NAME IS CALLED. 






























MAN! 
KE GOOD AT 


DODGING! 


/ 


YOU 











THIS?! 





DODGE 
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JUST LIKE HOW CONJURERS 
CHANTED SPELLS TO FOCUS 
THEIR INTENT, 





MANY AUGMENTERS SIMILARLY 
CHOSE TO VOCALIZE THE NAME 
OF THEIK ATTACK. 
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FOK ONE 
THING... 












THERE AKE 
GRANDMOTHERS WHO 
CAN SWING THEIR WALKING CANESZ 
BETTER THAN YOU CAN FLAIL ~, 
AROUND THAT POLEARM 
OF YOURS. 











YOU DEPEND TOO MUCH 
ON PHYSICAL STRENGTH 
COMPAKED TO YOUR 
MANA KEINFOKCEMENT, 














THROWING YOUR 
ATTACK’S BALANCE 
OFF. 





~~ YOUR ATTACKS \G—=< 
WZ ARE LAUGHABLY > ins 
TRANSPARENT. ~@ipa 





a YOU'RE 
APPARENTLY 
THIRTY-FIVE BUT 
Cw YOU'RE ONLY AT 
| bas THE DARK ORANGE 
ae STAGE. 









B-BUT 
| COMPLETED MY 
TRAINING... 
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100 PUSH-UIPS, 
100 SIT-UPS, 
100 SQUATS... 




















| WOULD NORMALLY PUT SOMEONE OF 
YOUR CALIBER AT E-CLASS, 














BUT SEEING 
AS HOW YOU HAVE A 
FIRE AFFINITY... 









D-CLASS. 
CONGRATULATIONS. 


NEXT! 


DIANE WHITEHALL! 





































































































NICE 
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SHOULDN'T HER 
COORDINATION ALONE PUT 
HER IN E-CLASS? 


{ QUIT WASTING | 
\ OUR TIME! 

















HE’S STRONG. 




























































DIANE WHITEHALL, 
AGE EIGHTEEN, A CONJURER AT THE SOLID 
ORANGE STAGE WITH A SINGLE SPECIALIZATION 
IN WATER. 








; NO NEED TO \ 
INTRODUCE YOURSELF. DEAR. \ 


WE HAVE YOUR INFORMATION | 
ALREADY. 


Ps 














PLEASE READY YOUR 
WEAPON AND KNOW THAT 
THERE ARE MEDICAL STAFF AND 
AN EMITTEK ON-SITE HEKE IN CASE 
ANY INJURIES ARISE 


=a" 1 lO lL SO “A ee 


PROV) VHR ICOl. 





ONCE A CONJURER HAS KEACHED 
THE ORANGE STAGE, IT’S APPARENT WHERE 
THEIK SPECIALTY LAYS. 


RATHER THAN TRYING TO BECOME 
ADEPT AT ALL FOUR ELEMENTS, IT WAS 
MUCH MORE EFFICIENT TO FOCUS SOLELY 
ON THE ELEMENT OF ONE'S 
HIGHEST AFFINITY. 














| HEARD THAT FOK CONJURERS, 
CLAIMING DUAL SPECIALIZATION AND UP 
MEANT THE TEST WOULD BE STRICTER 


TO MORE ACCURATELY TEST WHETHER 
THE APPLICANTS WERKE KEALLY 
ADEPT AT MULTIPLE 
ELEMENTS. 
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MISS WHITEHALL. 








VIATER O VIATER 
Criéeé WE YOUR PROTEZTIOA) 












































BECAUSE CONJUKERS 
AREN'T AS PROFICIENT 
IN REINFORCING THEIK BODIES 
WITH MANA AS AUGMENTERS, 
THEYRE TRAINED VERY STRICTLY 
TO SET UP DEFENSIVE MEASUKES 
FIKST DURING BATTLE. 
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WITHIN HER PROTECTIVE 
WATER SPHERE. 
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INTERESTING. 







































WOAH?! 
THE WATER TURNED 
INTO A BLAST 
OF FOG?! 

















| MUST SAY, YOUR CONTROL 
IS QUITE DECENT AND THAT LAST SPELL 
CHAIN OF YOURS WAS WELL-PRACTICED. 
YOU WERKE A BIT OVERCONFIDENT 
NOT PREPARING ANOTHER 
DEFENSIVE MEASURE, 


iti 





BUT OVERALL 


YOUR EFFICIENCY IN MANA — 


CONTROL AND CAST SPEED 
WAS GOOD. 








C-CLASS AT HEK AGE 
IS SOMETHING SHE SHOULD DEFINITELY 
PROUD OF. 








NEXT! 
ELIJAH KNIGHT, 
PLEASE COME DOWN 
TO... UH... 


























| HAVE BEEN 
INFORMED OF YOUR 
STATUS. 





YOU ARE HEREBY 
ASSIGNED THE RANK 
OF B-CLASS ADVENTURER. 
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LUCAS WyKES! 









FINALLY. 










WHY DON'T YOU JUST 
, SKIP OVEK ME AS WELL 
| AND JUST PLACE ME IN A-CLASS, 
MISS EXAMINER? 




















LUCAS WYKES, 
ELEVEN YEARS OLD. 
CONJURER AT THE... 





LIGHT ORANGE STAGE? 
SINGLE SPECIALIZATION [== 
IN FIRE. 
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ARROGANT 
BRAT. 
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MY PROTECTOR! 





A DECENT SIZED 
AND STABLE FLAME GUARDIAN. 
LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE A SPECIAL 
TALENT TODAY. 
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FAMILY! 











BEAT A€R 





TPL EK ATA, 















IT SEEMS 
YOU WEREN'T JUST 
FULL OF HOT AIR, 

YOUNG BOY OF THE WYKES 


a_i _ —_—_ 


ROUSE: 


BUT YOUR DISRESPECT 
SHOWS THAT YOU NEED TO LEAKN 
SOME HUMILITY. 











A GOOD MOVE FROM 


F THE EXAMINER. THE FLAME GUARDIAN = 
WILL BE NATURALLY EXTINGUISHED 
ONCE IT USES UP THE LIMITED 
OXYGEN INSIDE THE TOMB. 
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"VE HEARD THAT 
THERE HAS NEVER BEEN 
A CASE WHERE AN EXAMINER HAS 
GOTTEN INJURED WHILE TESTING 
NEW ADVENTURERS. 


WELL, I’LL 

ALLOW YOU TO HAVE 

\ THE HONOR OF BEING 
THE FIRST! 
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R-RELEASE! 














Alu” /D oN 























THANK YOU 
FORK YOUR TIME, 
MR. WYKES. 









YOUR RAW MANA POOL AND 

ABILITY TO LEARN HIGH-TIER FIRE-AFFINITY 

SPELLS SPEAKS VOLUMES OF 

YOUR POTENTIAL 
BUT-- 







BUT 
NOTHING! 
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THE TEST 
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UVCK /CI. 

































HOW DARE YOU 
INTERRUPT MY EXAM, 
YOU DAMN-- 








YOU WERKE THE 
ONE WHO BROKE KEGULATION 
AND INITIATED A SURPRISE SPELL 
DESPITE THE EXAMINATION 
ENDING. 


















" THAT WASHED UP \ 
WITCH OF A WOMAN WAS THE ONE 
WHO GOT IN THE WAY OF MY NEXT 
ATTACK BY BLOCKING THOSE 
FIRE BEAMS! 






SHE WAS THE ONE  \ 
THAT DEEMED THE TEST 
COMPLETE EVEN THOUGH 
| | HAD EVERYTHING UNDER 
CONTROL! 












FEEL FKEE 
TO COMPLAIN. 
FOR NOW, EMILY, 
PLEASE ANNOUNCE 
HIS RESULT. 


AS | WAS SAYING EARLIER, 
YOUR MANA POOL AND CONTROL 
. ARE BOTH EXCELLENT. 


DESPITE THE 
FAULTS DISPLAYED 
FROM LACK OF 
EXPERIENCE, 





IT IS MORE 
THAN REASONABLE 
TO PLACE YOU INTO 

B-CLASS. 
























YOU DID GREAT MAN, 
CONGRATULATION 
FOR GETTING 'B-CLASS.” / 


DON’T EVEN COMPARE 
YOURSELVES TO ME, 
YOU BLUNDERING APES! 






B-CLASS WAS A GIVEN! 








FOOLS. 
JUST WAIT UNTIL 
MY FATHER HEARS 
OF THIS. 





GOOD LUCK. 



















HOW SHOULD | BEST 
APPROACH THIS SORT OF 
WARRIOR? = 


HE'S HAD YEARS 


OF TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE 


WITH HIS SWORD AND HIS MOVEMENT, 
WAS EXPLOSIVE AND SHARP, 
BUT HE WASN'T WITHOUT 
CAPS IN HIS DEFENSE. 
















HURRY IT UP! 
WE DON’T HAVE 
ALL DAY. 








IT SEEMS LIKE 
YOU'RE TESTING UNDER 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS, SEEING 
AS WE DON’T HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION ON YOU. 


THEN LET'S SEE 
WHAT YOU'RE MADE-- 





... WHAT IS 
THIS SUDDEN 
PRESSURE? 

















ENOUGH. 

















STAND DOWN, 
GEORGE. 





I'LL BE THE ONE TO TEST THIS 
PARTICULAK EXAMINEE. 











SIR? 
YOU... WILL. BE... 
PERSONALLY EXAMINING 
THIS CANDIDATE? 
















S-SOKRY IF | 
SOUND RUDE, SIR, 

BUT IS THERE REALLY 
NEED FOR AN AA CLASS 
TO LOWER HIMSELF TO TEST 
AN EXAMINEE, ESPECIALLY 

A MAGE OF YOUR 
CALIBER? 





IF IT WAS BECAUSE OF 
MY HESITANCE, | WAS JUST 
DECIDING HOW MUCH STRENGTH 
TO USE... 











I'M NOT QUESTIONING 
YOUR STRENGTH, GEORGE, 

| SIMPLY FEEL OBLIGATED TO TEST 

HIM MYSELF SEEING AS HIS SPONSOR | 

AND | SHARE DEEP TIES. 






THAT'S 
SHOULDN'T BE 
A PROBLEM... RIGHT? 
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